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the maximum rate of interest shall be 614
per cent,, and also provides that the Aet shall
continue in foree until the 31st Deeember,
1922, and no longer. It is withiz the know-
ledge of members that the Government will
be approaching the loan market in London
during Jannary, but we do not yet know on
what date we may be advised to go om the
warket. I move—

That the Bill be now read a sevond time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill pasaed through Co.nmittee without de-
bate, reported without amendment amd the
refort adopted.

Read a third time and pagsed.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 3), £1,030,000.
All Stages.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colchatch—East) [6.13] in moving the
second reading said: I have ascertained that
the amount provided in this Bill is adequate
tor the services ot the Government until the
end of January. OF conree it is intendcd
that the Appropriation Rill shall be passed
bhefore that date.

Hon. A. Lovekin: We lave granted Supply '

to the end of Deeember. How many months?
supply does this Bill represent?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Par-
liament has up to the present voted Supply
to the end of November and this amount will
enable us to carry on till the end of January.
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT—CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAYS.

The MINISTER FOE EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebateh—East) [6.16]: Tn conse-
quence of the Premicers’ Conference, which is
to meet on the 17th Jannary. it is the inten-
tion of another place to adjourn until the
3rd January. Personally I should have liked
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a longer adjournment than this permits. I
move—

That the House at its rising adjourn un-
til Tuesday, the 3rd January.

Question put and passed.

Hovee adjourned at 617 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.
QUESTION—PATRIOTIC FUNDS,
CONSOLIDATION.
Colonel DENTON asked the Premier:
Will he consider the advisability of

appointing a Royal Commission to inquire
into the amount of funds collected by vari-
ous bodies and organisations during the
war for the purpose of assisting soldiera
and their dependants within the State, and
a3 to the disposal of surplus funds {if any)
held by the various bodies and organisa-
tions since the declaration of Peace Day,
June, 1919, with the object of consolidating
all the funds of the various bodies into one
common fund, to be under the control of
three trustees to be appointed, viz.: one
from the R.S. League, one from the com-
bined bodies or organisations, and one by
the Government?

The PREMIER replied: I shall give eon-
sideration to the matter.
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QUESTION -EDUATION, KULBIX
SCHOOL.

Mr. JOUNSTOXN asked the Minister for
Vorks: What is delaying the calling of
tenders for the erection of the mew schoel
which wai approved by the Education
Depactment two months ago for Kuibin!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
The Department is considering a suggested
design, which it is thought wiil be suitable
and leas expensive than the present standard

design.

QUESTION—HOTEL LICENSE,
BOYAXUP,

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: 1,
Is he aware that plans and specifications
for the erection of a hotel at Boyanup were
approved in May last to replace the build-
ing destroved by fire? 2, T8 he also aware
that in the meantime the travelling public
have been deprived of the accommodation
to whirh they are entitled and which ia re-
quired in thix eentre 7 3, Js he further
sware that uo signs of 2n honest endeavour
to  proceed  with  the erection of the
premises is in evidenee?! 4, Will he have
iz mugter ioquired into with a view to
enimeinrs immediate eonstruetion or take
siepe Tor U cancellation of the license?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No particnlars
are available in Perth. 2 and 3, Answered
by No. 1. % Ioguiries will be made, but
when prewises are destroyed by fire the
licease i< not forfeitable until a reasonable
time (iu the opinion of the Iicensing
Beneh) has elapsed for the ve-evection ot
such premises,

- GENERAL LOAN AND IN.
NTQCK ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The PREMLER (Hon. Sir Tames Mitehell
Northim)  [4.35] in moving the second
wawling spidt The Bill i5 merely a small
one, fixisnr the rate of interest which will
cperrie throngh the year, Hon. members
wil' ciember that in the last Bill we fixed
the wnte at 635 per cent. Unfortunately, we
vapnnt do less than that now, because money
is no clheaper. I therefore ask the House te
reacw the authority to the Government to
pay Gty por eent. for louns floated during
the ensning 12 months, Tt will be noticed
that {lu- Bill does not coutain any provision
liniiving the period during which it shall ap-
1y, In Committee, however, I will move an
syt ot limiting the operations of  the
Hill 1or a period of 12 months as was= done
Inet vene, T move- -
Thut the Bill e now read a second tune.
Question put and passed.

it read a second time.

LILL
SURIRYED
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In Committee,
Ar. Stubbs in the Chair: the Premier im
charge of the Bill
Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.
New clauge:
The PREMIER: I move an amendment—
That a new clause to stand as Clavse 3
he added as follows:— “Thizs Aet shall
continue in force until the 31st day of
December, 1922, and no longer.’’
New clause put and passed,
Title—agrced to.
Bill reperted with an amendment and the
report adepted.
Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil,

BILL—SALE OF LIQUOR REGULATION
ACT CONTINUANCE.
Sevond Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
- Northam)} [+.40] in moving the seeond
reading said: This is simply a Bill to eon-
tinue the operation of the nine to ming sec-
tion of the Sale of Liquor Regulation Act,
1913. ‘The position is elearly understood by
hon. members. Unless the Bill is passed,
hotels will remain open under the parent
Aet, in which ease the hours will he from
6 a.m. to 11 p.m.

Mr. Underwood: And vers uued hours, too.

The PREMIER: I ask the Ifouse te com-
tinue the hours during which liquor can be
sold from 9 am, to 9 pm. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,
Question put and passed.

Bill read a sezond time.

In Committee, ete.
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported, without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third thme and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Couneil with amend-
ments.

BILL—GRAIN.

Returned from the Couneil with amend-
nments.

BILL—STAMP.

Counell’s Pressod Request—Money Bills
Procedure.

Messagre from the Council npotifying that
it dil not presy its request for amendments
Nos, 4, 5, and 13, btut pres-ed its request
tor amenidmoent No. 12 now considerel,

My. SPEAKER [4.45]): Before accepting
any motion with regard to this order of the
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day, I must point out to the House that the
nessage eontains a pressed request, and that
this House has consistently maintained that
the right of the Council to reguest amend-
ments in money Bills cannot include the
right to repeat or press such requests. It
will be well in the meémory of members that
this House has, by carefully worded resoln-
tions, consented to make cxceptions in the
ease of Bills containing financial clauses
merely incidental to those measures, but the
present Bill is onme imposing tankation and
dealing with the subject of tazation only,
and there is no reason for the House to make
any exception in this ease.

Hon. P, Collier: Without
again$

Mr. SPEAKER:

prejudice
Not in this case.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [4.47]:" I understand that we
cannot agree to the amendment pressed by
another place,

Hon. P. Collier:
sire,

Mr. SPEAKER: Not in this Bill.
ia purely a taxation Bill

The PREMIER: There is no doubt that
it is a taxation Bill. The amendment which
the Council are pressing does not really
mean anything, and I cannot understand
why. they are pressing it. However, this
House has on many occasions refused Lo
consider pressed requests in eonnection with
Bills of this kind. I do not know that we
cught to allow the Council to press amend-
ments to purely money Bills, If we make an
exeeption in this case— .

Hon. T. Walker: The whole of our rights
will be gone.

The PREMIER: Yes, the Council might
in foture press requesta to the Appropria-
tion Bill or any taxation measure. I move—

That a message be transmitted to the Leg-
iglative Council acquainting it that the As-
sembly is unable to make the amendment
now requested in the Stamp Bill, and that
the Assembly desires the coneurrence of the
Couneil in the Bill as amended at the re-
quest of the Council.

Mr, SPEAKER: Memhers are aware that
an amending Constitution Bill is now before
the House. If that were passed, the Council
would be able to amend money Bills where
money eclauses only incidentally affect the
Bill. That measure has not been passed but,
even if it had been, it would not affcet this
Bill, “which is purety a taxation Bill. The
House can do nothing but pass the motion.

We can, if you so de-

This

Hon. P. COLLTIER (Boulder) [4.50]:.1
quite agree that the House, in order to protect
its rights and privileges, must pass the mo-
tion moved by the Premier, but it seems that
session after session we are participating in
what might be deseribed as more or less of a
farce. Another place time after time presses
amendments in Bills which are purely taxa-
tion or money Bills in which, under the Con-
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stitution, they have no right to press amend-
ments, The position is becoming somewhat
intolerable and it is about time that the As-
sembly--—-perhaps we have not an opportunity
now, heing so near the end of the session—
took some steps to have the position properly
defined. By the amending Constitution Bill
an amendment to which, made by the Coun-
cil, is mow before this House, the position
will perhaps be somewhat advanced from the
point of view of members of the Assembly,
but I am quite satisfied it will be unwittingly
conceded by members of the Council. I am
quite unable to understand the attitude of
members of another place, particularly as the
Prestdent of the Council wag one of the mem-
bers of the committee

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member can deal
with that on the next question.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Very well. Members
in another place are very insistent in the atti-
tude they adopt. Some of them seem to claim
an equal right with members of this House
in the matter of amending money Bills. This
House eannot accept that position, and some-
thing will have to be done to compel members
of another place to see the matter in its pro-
per light. 1t is quite possible, if the motion
is passed, that the Stamp Bill will be lost.

The Premier: T do not think so0, not on
such an amendment as the Council are press-

ing.

Hon, T, COLLIER: In the past many im-
portant money Billa have been lost beeause
of the Council’s attitude. The position is be-
coming intolerable from the point of view
of this House and should not be permitted
to continue.

My, TROY (Mount Magnet) [4.53]: I
agree with all that has been said regarding
the action of another place in pressing this
amendment being contrary to the Constitution
Act. T am surprised that another place has
Adone it in a measure of this character. The
Couneil have insisted upon the right to amend
Bills which were not in reality taxation meas-
ures, and this House has given way, and
wisely so, because the clauses providing for
the expenditure of money were purely admin-
istrative eclauses. But this is the first ocea-
sion on which another place has pressed an
amendment to a Stamp Aet, which has no
other purpose than that of imposing taxation.
Will the Premier say what he proposes to do
if another place refuscs to accept his sugges-
tion.

Hon. P. Collier:
make an attack. L o

Mr. TROY: Members of another place
arc becoming so emholdened that the Premier
will have to put up a fight.

Hon, P. Collier: If he leads, we will fol-
losw him over.

Mr. TROY: There must be an end to this
passing of Bills backwards and forwards. I
would not bother about fighting the Counecil
on another Bill. I was glad that an arrange-
ment was entered into so that we might un-
derstand our true position. On this Bil,
however, we must put up a fight if we intend

Go over in a body and
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to stand up for our rights under the Consti-
tution. T another place, which is becoming
increasingly arrogant, insists, what will the
the Premier do?

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Seaddan—Albany) [457]: At the moment
we need not coneern ourselves with the action
the Premier proposes to take in the event
of the Council refusing to meet our reguest.
The Premier is taking, the responsibility of
asking the House to send the message, and
whatever position may arise, we shall have
to meet it when it arises. We should support
the Premier at this sfage by passing the mo-
tion.

fluestion put and passed,

BILL—COXSTITUTIOXN
AMENDMENT.

Couneil’y pressed amendment.

Message from the Council notifying the
-Assembly that it insisted vpon the amend-
ment made by the Council, but which had

been disagreed with by the Assembly, now
considered.

ACT

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier in
eharge of the Bill

The CHAIRMAX: The desire of the Leg-
iglative Couneil is to omit paragraph 5 of
Clause 2.

The PREMIER: I move—

That the Council’s amendment be no
longer disagreed with,

This is in no sense a surrender on the part
of this House. We do not give up one single
right or claim by adopting the amendment.
The Bill would be better without the amend-
ment, and it was right to disagree with it in
the first place, but the Bill, even as amended,
removes by far the greater part of our
difficulty. It puts us in a much stronger posi-
tion if the Coune}l persists in attempting to
upset the Constitution by claiming equal
rights in money Bills. Tnder the existing
law we are compelled to refuse the right of
amendment in every Bill which contains a
single money clause, a condition which exists
nowhere else in the world, which it is im-
possible to justify, and which we do not
want. Hon, memhers know that a Bill may
contain only one clawse dealing with the im-
position of fees.
Hon. T. Walker: Or a rate.

The PREMIER: Or a rate or a license,
or some amall thing of that nature. There
may be 50 elauses in the Bill, but only one
referring to a monev matter of that nature.
We nre not of eopinion that the Couneil
onght not to he allowed to amend a single
elause in o Bill, merely becavse that clanse
happens to relate to the imposition of a fee.
Freed from that incubuy we ean logieally
anil sweeessfully hold our ground on Bills
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which really affect the finances of the State,
stich as the Stamp Bill or the Appropriation
Bill, or any other Bill which is purely a
money Bill. It may be contended that if we
refuse the Bill we enter upon a dispute ham-
pered hy conditions which must ultimately
lead to our defeat. Tt must be remembered
that the amendment does not even elaim any
power on behalf of the Countil, but merely
leaves things, in one particular, as they were,
We are nol giving away anything at all,
We are maintaining all the right we have to
control our own affairs. It would be better
to have so much of the Bill as will he left,.
than to have no Bill at all

Hon. G. TAYLOR: While it is not my in-
fention to oppose the motion L should like
to point out that as the Bill was submitied to
the Council from this Chamber, it is a Bill
which was drawn up.and drafted by the
joint committee of both Houses for the pur-
pose of removing the difficulty that had
occurred in the past, and occurs up to the
present—for there was a difficulty this after-
ngon—anil placing it on the statute book so
that there wouid be no doubt in the future
as to the procedure. The member for Mt.
Magnet was Chairman of the committee of
this House, and the President of the Legis-
lative Council wag the Chairman of the com-
mittee of another place. These committees
sat comjointly and decided upon the very
Rill that is now under discussion, exactly as
it is to-day before members. Omn 26th Octo-
ber, 1915, Mr. Kingsmill, then Chairman of
Comuittees, moved the adoption of the re-
port, the report containing the Bill that is
now hefore us, and asked the House to ae-
cept that report, and these are the words he
ured—

As a disagreement has oceurred, it only
remaing for the two committees to recom-
mend, as they have recommended, and
which recommendation I hope will be en-
dorsed by the House.

That recommendation embodied this Bill. We
now find that that hon. gentleman, on the
floor of the House a week apo, opposed the
Biil and supported the deletion of this very
¢lanse which the joint ecommittee of both
Hguses had put into the Bill. The compro-
mise that we made was the compromise X
referred to this afternoen on the Stamp Bill.
We sent very carefully worded resolutions
waiving our claims to Bills that contained a
money elause or two that were incidental to
the working of the Bill, and had to deo with
fees and fines. The Committee waived that
on the understandine that the Council wonld
accept the present clause in the Bill that they
now want deleted. That was to be the fixed
fasis in repard to money Bills. They were
uot to press requests for money Bills as
they did in eonnection with the Stamp Bill,
but they now want vs to give way and allew
them fo have a ‘free diseussion and to
amend Bills which contain financial ¢lauses,
They ask muR to give way on that peint,
but are net going to give way in re-
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speet to what they eall their rights, of
which they have none, in connection with
money Bills. It we accept the Bill with
the deleted clause, we shall then find our-
selves in the position of having to fight
them on money Bills, namely, Appropriation
Taxation, and Loan. These are measures upon
which this House can never give away iis
rights. I am more than surprised at
another place adopting an attitude similar
to that which they have adopted in this
case, Their Committee drafted the Bill, sub-
mitted it to their House for adoption, and it
was adopted. It was brought forward, npot
by the Government printing it or drafting it,
but from the Committee’s own draft for the
purpose of cnsuring smooth
tween the two Houses. They have now
gone back on the principle on whkich they
decided as a joint House Committee. It is
unpardonable, and it is the right of ihis
House to watch the procedure of another
place with very carefol scrutiny. XNothing
has beeu altered amnd no extenuating eir-
cumstances have been brought abont. The
position is exactly to-day as it was about
1907 or 1908 up to 1915, when the late Mr.
Gawler moved in the Legisiative Couneil.
The Legislative Couneil was so concerned
about the position that it appointed a
select committee, and aslked us to appoint
another select committee, to work con-
jointly with fhem, and bring forward a
megsure under which we counld work
smoothly together. We did our part and
bronght the measure into existenece. They
adopted it, and to-day they have gone back
on it. This Chamber has acted loyally,
according to the conditions that were
agreed to by fhe joint committee, but the
other House has not dome so. I only want
to say these few words to hon. members
who were not in the House at the time, and
to other members who may have forgotten
the position. That
adopted by another place and by this
House. This House is prepared to carry
ount its part of tbe agreement, but another
place has gone back upon it

Question put and passed; tbe Council's
amendment no longer disagreed with.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Couneil.

[Sitting suspended from 5.15 1o 5.45 p.m.)

+

= BILL—SUPPLY ({(No. 4), £1,030,000.
All Stages,

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation in con-
nection with the Bill

In Committee of Supply.

The House having resolved inte Com-
mittce of Supply, Mr. Stubbs in the
Chair,

working be-

is the position as’
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The PREMIER AND COLONIAL TREA-
SURER (Hou. Sir .James Mitchell—Nor-
tham): I move—

That there be gravted to His Majesty,
on account of the service of the year
1921-22, a sumn not exceeding £1,030,000.
Question put and passed. '
Resolution reported; the report adopted.

Supply Bill introduced, ete.

Resolution in Committee of Ways and
Means having heen passed, a Supply Bill
was brought in providing for the expendi-
ture of £1,030,000 out of the Consolidated
Eevenue Fuond.

Bill passed through its remaining stages
without debale, and transmitted to the
Council.

[Sitting suspended from 6 p.m. Lo 7.30 p.m.]

BILLS (4)—RETURNED.
1, Supply (No. 4), £1,030,000.

2, General Loan and Inscribed Stock Aci
Amgndment,

3, Bale of Liquor Regulation Aet Con-
tinunance,

4, Industries
ance,

Without amendment.

Assistance Act Cogptinu-

MOTION—UNIVERSITY, FEES AND
BURSARIES,

To annnl Statute No. 19,

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [7.35]: I
move—

That Statute No. 19 of the University
of Western Australia establishing fees
and bursaries for attendance of students
at the lectures and classes of the Uni-
versity, and lai@ upon the Table of the
Hoeuse on Thursday, 24th November, in
accordance with the provisions of See-
tion 33 of The University of Western
Australia Aet, 1911, gught to be annulled.

In view of the motion which I am sub-
mitting for the approval of the House, it is
interesting to recall the brief history of our
little University.

Mr. Underwood: It is very small.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It ia an infant to-
day, but as years go on, and generations
succeed generations, we Hope and feel sure
that it will grow to fruitful and Iusty man-
hood.

Mr. Underwood : It will be different
from other universities if it does.

Hon, P. COLLIER; I know that the hon.
member is hostile to the Urniversity as an
institution at all. The hon. member holds
certain views regarding the facilities that
should, or might be provided for the higher
training of our youth, Tf I interpret his



2598

views aright, he believes that the univer-
sity of the world or of the bush is the best.
The member for Pilbare (Mr. Underwood)
is entitled to his views on that question,
but I venture to say that he stands in
splendid isolation,

Mr. SBampson: Why splendid?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Because anything that
stands in lonely solitude has about it some-
thing splendil, that eommands respect.

Mr. Underweod: Drop skite!

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member will
have an oppeoriunity to express his views
later on, but in the meantime I hope he will
allow me to proceed with this metion.

Mr, Underwond: The member for, Kan-
owna will tell us all about it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: After many years of
consideration and discussion on the part of
those interested in the establishment of a
uuiversity in Western Australia, a Bill for
that purpose was intreducedl during the ses-
gion of 1910. It was brought forward by the
late Mr. Frank Wilson, who was then Pre-
mier of the State, The Bill passed before
the session closed and became——

Mr, Underwood: Intituled an Aet.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Act received the
assent of the Governor and became law early
in 1911. Whatever the vicws of the member
for Pilbara may be, you, Mr. Speaker, and
those of us who were privileged to be mem-
bers of the House at the time and contributed
in some small degree to the passage of the
Bill, and consequently in the establishment of
the University, look back with a certain
amount of pleasure, if not pride, to the faet
that we were able to participate in the estab-
lishment of that institution. At that time
there were no (iovernment sccondary or high
sehools in Western Australia. Certainly, there
was the Technieal School in Perth and the
School of Mines at Kalgoorlic.

The Premier: And the Modern School.

IJlon. P. COLLTER: I am depending upon
my memory, but I think that ‘the Modern
School had not been establishel at that time.

Mr. Unilerwoorld: Tt is a pity that it ever
was established.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I know that the mem-
ber for Pilbara would not only wipe out the
University, hmt he would wipe out the Molern
School and the primary schools as well,
and

Mr, Underwoold: The two-up schools too.

Hon. P. COLLIER: He would like to see
us get back to the savage days of barbarism!
In any case, at the time I speak of there
were no secondary schools,

Mr. Underwood: You are wrong.

Hon, P. COLLIER: There were only the
two institutions to which I have already re-
ferred, It was the privilege of the Labour
Government to give effect to the statute of
1911,

Mr. Unilerwool:
about that.

Mr. SPEARKER: Order!

Hon, P, COLLIER: The member for Pil-
Eara will be able to give the House some of

I don't know so much
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kis weird and pueculior ideas concerning higher
elueation later on. His views will be listened
to with great interest by members of this
Chamber. It was, hoewever, the privilege of
the Labour Government te breath life into
the institution, and in 1912 or early in 1913,
the University of Western Australia became
an established faet. My colleague, the mem-
her for Kanowma (Hon. T. Walker) was a
member of the first Senate of our University
and it was on his motion, when the guestion
arose as to whether fees should be eharged or
whether the institution should be entirely
tree, that the decision was in favour of the
Uuiversity being free. No matter what the
member for Pilbara may think, [ consider
that by that decision the Senate of the Uni-
“versity placed ike coping stone upon the edu-
eation system of this State. TFor the first
time in the history of the worli, I believe,
we as a State Jecided that education sheuld
be entirely free right from the infant school
to the highest educational sphere.

Air. Underwood: Call it the kindergarten.

Hon. P. COLLTER: The wember for Pil-
hara is in a facetious mood, and he will give
us some entertaining views later on. The
fact that for the first time in Australin at
any rate, if not in the world, a university
was to he free, was applanded tiroughout the
lemeth and breadth of the (ommonwealth.
It even arousell great interest in other parts
of the world in scholastie aml other circles
interested in sneh a matter.

Mr. Underwood: What about that?

Hon. I’. COLLIER: Qur infant university
was launched on its beneficent and, may I
say, sdivine mission to add to the learning,
knowledge, cultnre and refinement in the arts
and sciences in the interests of the people of
Western Australia, .

Mr. Underwood: You had better let the
member for Kanowna do this,

Hon. P. COLLIER: At that time, the
statutory grant to the University, that is to
say, the Government grant, was embodied in
the Act, and represented an amount of £13,500
per annum. There were great difficulties
associated with the establishment of the in-
slitution and at this juncture 1 would like to
ray a tribute to those citizens, some of whom
have passed away, who took sneh an active
part and keen interest in the cstablishment
of that institution. Although housed in un-
pretentious buildings- —

Mr. Pickering: 1t still is.

Hon. . GOLLIER: [ kuow we all lesire
that the University shoulll be housed in huild-
ings  befitting  its mission in the life of
the State,  That, however, is a e¢om-
raratively small matter. It i not of
much concern what the buildings may be
like, so long as the hearts anid minds of those
inside arve all right. But the University has
encomnteredd financial difficnities almost from
ity inception, It is inevitable that, year by
year, the cost of maintenance should in-
creuse.  Yet over a period of about 10 years,
the Government grant has increased by only
£1,000, Tn every other walk of life, in every
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other department of onr activities, the ex-
penditure has increased all along the line;
in all departments of State the amount of
money made available for carrying on work
has been largely inereased. During recent
years the purchasing power of the sovereign
has decreased by about 50 per cent., whilst
the grant to the University has increased in
very small proportion indeed. The State,
having decided to establish a free univer-
sity, should have met the situation by in-
ereasing the funds at the disposal of that
university to an extent that would have per-
witted of the institution fulfilling its inis-
sion, Let us turn to the expenditure on
eduweation in other dircetions, The total ex-
penditure of the Education Department in
1911-12, the year in whiech the University
wias established, amounted to £238,569; for
the financial year closed on the 30th June,
1921, the amount was £490,160, while the
estimated ex) enditure for the current year is
£529,546. Thus in round figures the increasc
in our educational vote duwring the last, 10
yvears has been something like 120 per cent.
And that is applied, not only to primary
edueation, but to secondary edweation also,
If we have been justified in thus increasing
the expeuditure on education gencrally, T see
no ‘reason why there should not have hbeen
something like a reasonable increase also in
the grant to the University, accepting, as
the people of this country did, the prineiple
of a free university. TFaeced with this situa-
tion, and being unable to carry on, the
governing authorities of the University have
decided to impose fees upon the students at
that institution, and eonscquently we have the
statute which my motion deals with. The
geale of fees ranges from 25s. per annum to
16 guineas for three courscs for the year.
I am not complaining of the aetion of the
University authorities. Unable to earry on,
and being refused further assistance from
the Government, they either have to submit
to a retrograde step which would curtait the
usefulness of the TUniversity, or to impose
fees. It is for the House to decide whether
or not thosc fees shall be imposed. It has
been contended that this is practically the
only free university in the world, that fees
are charged at all other universities. That,
I submit, has nothing to do with the ease.
Other universities in Australia were estab-
lished many years ago, when public opinion
on the subject of free education had not
reached the stage it has to-day. Onee a uni-
versity is established with fees, as in the
Eastern States, it is very difficult to get
those fees abolished later.

Mr. Johnston: Many universities in Amer-
ica are free to-day.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is so. I am in-
formed that although we claimed at the time
of its establishment that ours was the only
free university in the world, aetually that was
not
Ameriea universities at which no fees were
eharged. We can disregard entircly what
has been done in the Eastern States; already

so; ‘even at that time there were in -
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we in Western Australia have launched out
in many directions unexplored by the people
of the Eastern States, Once baving adopted
the prineiple of the free university, and hav-
ing maintained it for a decade, it would he
a retrograde step on our part te alter that
poliey now, The effect of the imposition of
fees on students with limited means will be
very serious indeed. The statute does not
provide for those students who entered the
University on the understanding that there
were to be no fees, They are not to be ex-
cmpt under the statute; although they may
be half way through their course, they will
have to pay fees in future. That in itself
would compel many of those students to with-
draw, and they would then be unable to com-
ptete thr courses they have embarked upon.
Surely that would bhe a distinet act of in-
justice to the present students! But, apart
from that, it eannot be denied that the im-
1 osition of fees will have a very serious
effect in respect of o considerable scetion of
our peonle. In vecent years amd at the pre-
sent time many parents have endured and
are enduring privations in order to give their
children a university training. We kuow that
the cost of maintenance of a student be-
tween the ages of 17 anil 21 years, particu-
larly those whose homes are in the country,
is a very heavy burden on their parents; and
if, on top of that, we imposc fees it will
mean the proverbially last straw breaking
the camel’s back. As showing how our free
University has been appreciated, I might
roint out that in 1913 therc were at the
University 184 students. In 1918 the mum-
ber had inereased to 270, and in 1921 the
euro'ments stand at 392. So that, from 1913
to 1921, a period of eight ycars, the total
enrolments have more than doubled. It is in-
formative to compare that with the position
in Queensland, where in 1921 the total wuni-
versity cnrolments are 312 students, drawn
from a populution of 725000 persons. In
other words, at the Queensland TUniversity
there are 80 students fewer than those at the
University of Western Australia, notwith-
stonding  that Queenstand has more than
double our population, 725,000 as against our
330,000. That is a striking tribute to the
inferest taken in our University, and it
shows that the ahsence of fees has had =2
material influenee in the number of students
ready to avail themselves of a university
training. Let me quele one or two provi-
gions of the University Act as showing what
was in the mind of Parlinment when the Act
was passed. Here is the preamble:—
Whereas of the States of the Common-
wealth Western Avstralia alone” i3 unpro-
vided with a university: and whereas it is
desirable that provision shounld he made
for further instruction in those praectieal
arts and liberal studies which are needed
to advance the prosnerity and welfare of
the people: and whereas it is desirable
that special encovnragement and assistance
should be afforded to those who may he
hindered in the aequisition of sound know-
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ledge and useful learning by lack of op-

portunity or means:

Mr, Teesdale: That is all right; what I
ohject to is extending the benefit to the other
erowd,

Hon. P. COLLIER: The imposition of fees -

will hinder and hamper the acquisition of
knowledge and training by a considerable
section of our people. The hon. member says
he would not mind providing a free unniver-
sity for those who would be unable to ob-
tain a university training if fees were im-
posed, but he objects to the fact that a large
proportion of the students are well able to
ay.

P Mr. Tecsdale: Yes, squatters’ soms.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Well, let us see where
that argument leads to. That argunment ap-
plies to the whole principle of free education.
There are thousands and thousands of people
in this State, squatters and others, who counld
well afford to pay for the primary education
of their children, There are thonsands of
pupils attending secondary schools whose par-
ents conld well afford to pay for their edu-
cation, but that argument 13 never advanced.
I do not think the hon, member himself would
contend that becanse parents are in a position
to pay for the education of their ehildren,
fees should therefore be ¢harged. If the hon.
member were consistent, he should say that
those who can pay should be made to pay,
irrespeetive of whether the children are at-
tending the TUniversity, a secondary school or
a primary school. At the Modern School T
suppese a large majority of the students be-
long to parents who are in good positions in
the city and could well afford to pay for their
education, but it is not advanced by the hon.
memher or anyone else that, hecause of that
faet, fees should be imposed. Why not? Be-
canse it is recomnised that it is in the inter-
ests of the nation, taking things all round,
that education should be free.

Mr. Underwood interjected.

Hon.” P. COLLTER: It is rather a pity
edueation was not free when the hon. member
was a vouth.

Mr. Underwood: How did you get on?

Hon. P, COLLIER: In the hon. member
we have a living monumene of the value of
charging fees for eduoeation., There is no
free education in the part of the State where
. he ¢ame from.

Mr. Underwood: How did you get lere?

Hon. P. COLLIER: T had to struggle
through without very much education.

Mr. T'nderwood: So had T.

Hon. P. COLLTER: And because of the
difficulties T experienced in those davs and
the handicap that T have felt throughout life,
notwithstanding that T am here, T want to
provide better facilitics and opportunities
for those who cone afterwards. Although T
am lhere and the hon. memher is here, hoth
ho and T, if we had had the advantage of o
higher eduention not reaching to anything
like the ATniversity, might have heen more
wsefnl memhors of the House., Tt would give
me g far greater sense of satisfaction in the

+

‘wealthy people,
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discharge of the dnties I have to perform if
I had had the advantage of a hetter edu-
cation.

Mr. Underwood: Speaking for Loth of us,
T doe not think so.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The hon. member
knows that the average c¢hild i3 not endowed
with the extraordinary qualifications that he
and I possess. We have heen able to emerge
from the ruck, notwithstanding our handi-
caps in carly life, but that is not to say that
the average boy will be able to reach the
pinnac¢le of fame represented by the posses-
sion of 'a seat in this House,

Mr, Pickering: Even with the University
thrown in.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Quite s0. Hagd either
of us had a University edveation——

X Mr. Underwood: We would never have got
ere,

Hon. P, COLLIER: No, we might have
heen devoting our talents to even more use-
ful purposes. We might have been engaged
in ¢ne or other of the arts and sciences
helping to foster, build wp and develop the
State rather than sitting here wearily talking
night after night to very little purpose.

Mr. Angelo: You might even have been
a professor eriticising members of Parliament,

Hon. P, COLLTER: May be one or other
of the arts and seienres has lost a professor
hy reason of the member for Pilbara and my-
self not having enjoved the advantnges of
an advanced edueation.

Mr. Tecesdale: Or even a newspaper leader
writer,

Mr. Twderwood: Tt might have leen
worse,
Hon. P. COLLIER: In any case, the im-

position of fees is not the solution of the
difticulty, Tt iz estimated that the amount
which will bv veeeived under the statute will
be £2,740 for the year. That represents less
than 13 per cent. of the total—a drop of
water in a desert. Tt will merely help to
tide over the financial diffienlties for the
year, but the same diffieulties will confront
the Tniversity authorities next year and the
venr ofter. Let me remark to the moember
for Rochourne (Mr. Teesdale) regarding his
statement that the soms of wealthy penple
should he made to pay for their educationm,
that even under this propoesal they will be
receiving free edueation to the extent of 88
per cent. The fees will amount, to less than
12 per cent. of the total revenue, and S8 per
cent. of their schooling will be paid for by
the State, and paid ic many instances by the
parents of boya who, because of these fees,
will he exclnded from the TUniversity, That
will be the trouble, as T am certain a num-
her of students will be excladell from the
University, Nevertheless, their parents will
have to pay their proportion of this %9 per
cent. which the State will continne to con-
tribute for the education of the sons of
To he consistent, thr mem-
her for Roerhourne should reguire not omly
that these foes be imposed, but that the
wealthy persons he refers to shonld have to
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pay for the eost of the whole of the eduea-
tion of their children.

Alr. Teesdale: It is generally understood
that sons of the better class of people pre-
dominate in the University.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Probably the sons of
wealthy people are in the wajority. .

The Premicr: T do not think so,’

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am speaking swith-
out knowledge on the point.

The Mindister for Mines:
present. .
. Hon. P. COLLIER: I was merely assum-
ing that, in the natural order of things, the
sens of wealthy people would probably pre-
dominate. I am glad to learn that snch is
not the case.

The Minister for Mines: Of course, any
people who feel it on their consciences may
make contributions or give an endowment to
the University.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Quite so. If they
foel it wonld be an indignity in after life to
have it said that they were educated at the
expense of the State, they could pay not
only the small fees preseribed here, but the
total cost of their edncation, and the auth-
orities of the University would be very
pleased indeed to receive it. 'The reference
of the member for Roebourne to the sons of
wealthy squatters and others——

The Premier: I do not think that is so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: To achieve the hon.
member’s purpose, they should pay the whole
eost of their children’s edueation, and not
have the general taxpayer finding S8 per
cent. of the cost while they fnd ouly about
12 per cent. There is no doubt that the
imposition of fees will exclude from the Uni-
versity many hoys and girls who have passed
through our secondary schools. It may be

It is not so at

argned that the TTniversity is not free—— -

Mr. Pickering:
children.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T am coming to that
peint. Tt is not free, inasmuch as it is not
available to a majority of the country child-
ren whose parents cannot afford to send
them te and maintain them in Perth in
order that they may attend the University.
In this respect, it may be arpgued by some
country people that the TUniversity is not
free, but this condition of affairs is
nnavoidable. This obtains not only with
regard to the University, but in almost
every walk of life. Our Medern School
and secondary schools are not available
to a majority of the country children. In

Tt is not free to country

only a few of the big centres like Kal- -

gooriie, Northam and one or two other
places, prebably not more than four or five
altogether, are there secondary schools, and
so, not only is University education not
availahle to a wmajority of the country
children, but secondary edueation is also
unavailable to them.

Mr. Teesdale: Most Ministers’ electorates
have secondary schools.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If this is to be used
as an argument in support of fees for the
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University, then necessarily it is also an ar-
gument in support of the imposition of fees
at our seeondary schools, beeause they are
not available to a majority of the people.
Then we might come down te the primary
schools, There are some parts of the
State—I hope not many—where primary
education is not available to the ehil-
dren,, and it may be said there is no
free education at all, not even the most cle-
mentary primary education, available to some
sections of the eommunity. It would be a
very short-sighted, onc-eyed policy to lay
down fhat, because my child or the child of
my neighbour is unable to take advantage of
the free education provided at secondary
schools or at the University, we should there-

-fore oppose the principle of free eduneation

and should impose fees.” Even though the
University may not be open to,a very con-
giderable seetion of the people in the coun-
try, still a number of students pass through
that institution every year. We hope and be-
lieve that the knowledge and training they
gain at that institution will be placed at the
disposal of the State in its many and varied
avocations and walks of life. If, by the ex-
istence of a free University, we provide the
greatest possible scope for the education of
our young people, it is not the direct advant-
age that presents itself to-day, but the in-
direct bepefit which will be theirs in after
life, provided the University fulfils its pnr-
pose. The generally higher training and the
broader diffusion of edwcation being avail-
able to the greatest nunber of peopls ean-
not result in other than benefit and advant-
age to the State. Free cducation is a nationak
institution. Amn edncated community is the
most progressive community. Edueation is
wealth. We turn oui a number of highly
trained and educated students from our
higher scholastic institutioms every year, and
it is the equivalent of producing wheat or
wool or wealth of any other deseription. There
iz no grenter wealth that any nation can have
than brains amd knowledge to extend and
expand secience and learning for the bene-
fit of mankind. It is proposed to ecreate a
fund from these fees from which bursaries
will be provided. An amount not execeding
20 per cent. of the total of the fees will be
devoted to providing bursaries. An amount
not exceeding £500 is to be set aside next
year out of which to provide bursaries. Let
us see how these bursaries are to be allo-
cated. We find—

_ The Senate shall have power in any year
to award bursaries of a total value not
exceeding 20 per cent. of the revenue de-
rived from fees received under this statute
during the preeeding year and for 1922
of a total value not exceading £500.

The proposed regnlations under this statute
provide that one of the essential conditions
for holding a bursary is—

_that the Senate through such officers as it
shall appoint shall alloeate the bursaries
after having obtained satisfactory assur-
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ance in each instanee that the eamlidate’s
own means and those of his parenis or
guardians are insufficient to enable him to
bear the cost of attending the University
without the assistance of a bursary. The
information obtained and the allocation
made under this scetion shalt be strictly
eonfidential.

That iz a niee policy to introduce into onr
University. The officers appointed to allot the
bursaries shall take into comsideration the
finaneial position of the students referred to.
That woulil amount to nothing more nor less
than pauperising the students who obtain
these bursaries., No wmatter how confidential
the information obtuined may be, it would
be well known to the other students that
so and so had obtained a bursary, not so
mueh beeause of his scholastic qualifications
but because his parents or guardians were
unable te provide the funds necessary for
him to attend the University. He would he
pointed out by the ather students as one who
wns unalle to pay the fees, and for whom
therefore this bursary had been provided. It
is a most iniquitous prineiple to introduce
into that institution. T Delieve the people ot
Western Australia would not stand for that
kind of distinetion hetween students, Tt is
placing in the hands of the officials or the
board, whoever it may be who will allot
the bursaries, a form of patronage, which is
most objeetionahle, and I hope that will not
be allowed to obtain in this or any other in-
stitution of learning in Western Australia.
If we are going to charge fees at the Uuiver-
sity, why not charge fees at our seeondary
schools? There is not a member who thinks

that fees ought to be charged at
the University who could logically re-
fuse to support a proposal to im-

pose fees for our sceondary and techuical
schools as well. The prineiple is the same
all along the line. If we are going to in-
troduce fees at the WUniversity the next
move will be to extend the principle to our
secondary schools, and from them to our
primary schools. A regulation was gazetted
seme 12 or 11 years ago for the imposition
of fees in our primary schools on the basis
of 1s, a week for a child up to 14 years of
age, and 28 a week for children over that
age, and thnse who could show that they
were unable to pay were to be exempt from
such fees.

Mr. Lutey: Indignation was
throughont the country.

Hen, P. COLLIER: Yes. It was pro-
posed under that system that some children
whose parents were unable to pay should
have the finger of scorn pointed at them on
the ground that they were paupers. The
attempt met with sach a storm of indigna-
tion that a motion was moved in this House
by Mr. Bath, then Leader of the Opposi-
tion, to set aside the regulation, with the
result that it was withdeawn and nothing
more was heard of the fees. T know there
is need for economy, but the last thing in

aroused
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which we should economise is the eduecation
of the children of the State. Economy in
the matter of the eduncation of his children
is the last thing that a man would think of,
He may be hard pressed financially, but Le
will explore every avenue in which to effect
an economy in his domestic expenditure be-
fore he will touch bis expenditure on the
cducation of his children, The children of
this country generally should be the last
that the State should turn to in order to
cffert an evonomy. It would he absurd, if
we can afford to find more tham half a
million pounds for education—the sum of
£3529,000 appears on the Estimates this
year—that we should haggle over a few
more thousand pounds in order to permit
of the University earrying on ita useful
carecr. To do that would be equivalent to
spending one’s emergy and morey in plant-
ing and growing a tree, and them to turn-
ing round and knocking off the top
branches which were giving forth the
froit, It is a false policy to pursue and
false cconomy. It should not go forth to
Australia and the world that this country,
after having maintained a free University
for 10 years, is now going to turn right
aliout and march back on the road of retro-
gression.  After all, it is edueation that
makes the civilisation of the present day,
and that has wiped out the savagery and
barbarianism of bygone centuries. At our
univergities we have imparted to our young
men aml young girls the eumulative know-
ledge of eenturies. One brainy man, or one
brainy woman, is worth perhaps more to a
nation than mijllions of uneducated people.
Let us glance back through history, and we
will see how comparatively few brainy men
have been given to the world. Tt is beecanse
of the development, particularly of the
sciences, that the world has reached the
pinnacle of knowledge and information
that it has attained to-day. One man,
highly trained, and having the necessary
capacity to put his training to use, and
turned out from onr institutions of learn-
ing, and working quietly in his laboratory,
may perhaps dp more for mankind than
Eknndreds of thousands of people toiling to
produce material wealth. We should hesi-
tate to take any step which means exelnd-
ing from our University that boy or that
girl, who, if given the necessary opportu-
nity and facility for geing right along
the gamut of educational course, might
do sp much for his or her country
and for mankind in peneral. I hope we
aiall not retrace our steps, and give it
forth to the world that this Pariiament at
sny rate endorses the abolition of onr free
Tniversity. Let us, for gooilness sake, put
our heads together and sec if we cannot
cffect sneh economies in our expenditure as
will coable us to give the necessary in-
creased pgrant so essential to the University,
an that it may earry on and perform its
work. T suppose there is no member who
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conld not find in the Estimates innumer-
able items of expenditure which could be
spared infinitely better than the few thou-
sand pounds necessary to maintain our
University. We are speniii ng money in many
dircctions not comparable with the justifiea-
tion we would have in spending it on this
institution. There are 390 students at the
University costing the State the com-
paratively small sum of -£15,000. There is
no University which costs less. Surely we
can afford the necessary money with which to
increase that amount.
earry the motion, no matter what the result
may be. We ought to set ourselves the task
of finding ways and means of providing the
funds necessaiy to enable the institution to
earry on. I am hopeful that some of the
wealthy sguatters, to whom the member
"~ for Roebourne bas referred, will come for-
ward with donations, and that they will
recognise the value of the University.

Mr. Underwood: You do not like charity.

Hen, P. COLLIER: Tt is not charity.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. P. COLLIER: 1 hope they will come
forward with grants and endowments.

Mr. Underwood: Endowments are
charity ?

Hon. P, COLLIER: It is not eh‘tr:ty when
all are participating. It is not the same
thing as a student being singled out as the
reeipient of charity, and as one who is re-
ceiving his education frec of cost. Of course
nething I ean say will appeal to the hon.
member, but I hope in his mercy he will re-
member that all boys are not able to paddle
their own canves so cffectively as he has
done. The average boy requires to be trained
in our schoois to enable him to give of his
best in after life, I am sure the motion will
be carried, and that such a backward step as
is proposed in this statote will not be per-
mitted. I trust that not enly shall we reject
the propossal to impose fees, but that carly in
the new year we shall find some way of pro-
viding the money nccessary to enable the
Government and the authorities of the Uni-
versity to perform the work aliotted to them.

not

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [828]: T
desire to enter a slight protest against this
motion. In doing se, may I say I am not
opposed to cdueation? I do not think we can
spend too mueh money on education. 1 have
claimed previously, and have proved previ-
cusly, and I say again, that our University
edneation i3 not thoe best of cdueation. Our
University not only fails to bring out the
best that is in a man, but it prevenis the
best from coming out of a man. I have

shown this House that there is not a single’

walk in life in which a University man has
excelled above the non-University man.
Hon. P, Collier: Not one?
Mr. UNDERWOQOOQOD: XNot a single one.
Hon. P. Collier; Have you searched all
history?
Mr. UXDERWOOD: Pretty well all the
higtories.

I hope the House will -
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Hon. P. Collier: What about Sir Henry
Thompson, the electrician?

Mr. UNDERWQOD: He became a lecturer
at a upiversity, but he was not a university
student.

Hon, P. Collier: Was not Cardinal New-
man a university man, and Cardinal Manning?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: What did the) do?
What did they acomplish?

Hon. P. Colliet: Read some of their writ-
ings,

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Read some of the
stuff .

Hon. P. Collier: ‘‘Stuff,”’ do you call it?

Mr, UNDERWOOD: I have previously
pointed out that in literature, iu prose and
puetry, the university man counts for nothing.
T cited the numes of Shakespeare and Dickens.

Hon. P. Collier: Poetry and prose litera-
ture are things born in men.

Mr. GNDERWOOD: I have spoken of en-
ginecrs and inventors, and have given their
names, and I have also spoken of explorers,
including Captain Cook, and I have spoken
of great scieatists like Darwin, and of
great statesmen like Cecil Rhodes, not one
of whom was a university man.

Hon. T. Walker: There is also Underwood.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, also Underwood.

Hon. P. Collier: And myself]

Mr. UNDERWQOOD: I want to say, Mr.
u..peaker, and it may appeal to you, after all
here in this Houwse university men have not
aceomplishel much, because locking round the
Chamber T do not see one nuiversity man here.

Ton. P. Collier: Do not you think we eould
be improved upon?

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: If university men
are better men than we are, why are they
not here? TFor myself, I do not think that
I would be here if [ had been at a university.

Hon. P. Collier: No; you would be oeenpy-
ing yourself more usefully.

Mr, UNDERWOOQOD: There is not a Prims
Minister in the British Empire to-day who is
a university man. That is absolutely correct.

Mr. OLoghlen: What about Barwell of
South Australiaf

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Is he a Prime Minis-
ter?

Mr, O’Loghlen: He ia o Premier.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I spoke of Prime Min-
isters.

Hon. P. Collier: How many Prime Ministers
are there?

Me, UNDERWOOD: Ahout scven.

Hon. P. Collier: I do not think sa. T think,
about four, Ce

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Anyway, there are
very few Premiers in the Britith Empire who
are university men.

Hon. P. Colilier: Ts that the aeme and
crown of knou]edge and power, the Premier-
ship of a State?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I am not putting up
a Promiership as the aeme and end-all of
study. L am only pointing out that university
men cannot get here.

Hon. P. Collier: Smuts is a umvers]ty man,

‘and he is something to talk about.
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Ay, UNDERWOOD: He is from the same
university as I come from.

Mr. Corhoy: No, he is not.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The Leader of the
Opposition suys T have some odd ideas abont
education, He says that what we want is
university training. T desire to elaim that in
my hoyhoml [ had in the bush such tr.lining
as it is impossible to impart at a vniversity,

Hon. F. Collicr: That may be so.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It ix so. There is no
ssmay be’" about it. When the Leader of the
Opposition contends that we should allow
everybody to go to the university, barring ne-
hody, all 1 can say is that thosc who have
not had the opportmmity of going to a uni-
versity have no missel mwuneh;  for there is
nothing, as I have proved here before, that
a wan cannot accomplish without going to a
vniversity. T want to go a little further on
that aspect of the question; [ want to say
that a university cducation has a eramping
effeet on the intellect.

Mon, T. Walker: Why did you say here,
‘1 trust the vniversity will be formed?’’?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Who said that?

Hon. T. Walker: You, in January of 1911.

Mr. UNXDERWOOD: T must have been
trying to get the member for Kanowna on
my side.

"Hon, T. Walker: That is what you sald
then.

Hon. P. Cellicr: We are on your frack
now. ’

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Member: At what time of night did the
member for Iilbara say that?

Hon, T, Walker: Tt was carly in the even-
ing, ’

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! order!

Mr. TXDERWOOD: T was not advorating
this kind of university.

Hon. T, Walker: It was this very kind of
university you were advoeating,

Mr, UNDERWOOD: No; I was opposing
this university, and I was pointing out that
the way in which this University was formed
was not poing to prove to the advantapge of
the people of Western Awstralin, T hoped
that the U niversity would he formed on the
lines npon which T desired it to he formed.

Hon. P. Colliecr: Would vou take on the
task of reforming the university !

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We must sack the
University Senate first.

Mr. TNXDERWOOD: Yes; let us sack the
geuate first. The Leader of the Opposition
says, ‘“Why should not we all have the same
op]lmtumt\ 1'* To that T reply what I have
said previcusly, that these who hnve not had
the opportunity of going to n university have
not missed much. They can win through with-
out it. Thut has been demonstrated bevond
doubt.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Yes; people withont univer-
sity training can get into Parliament.

Hon. P, Collier: We are only 50 out of three
hundeed odd thomsand.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: That is so; we are the
seleeted 300
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Hon. P. Collier: The cream!

Mr. UNDERWOOD: We are the scleeted
30, and we have not a university man amoug
us. | am not too sure ahout the member
for Hlmhury (Ar. Money).

Mr. ('Loghlen: I think the member for
Bunbury might be a university man,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Not onh do one
miss bt very little by not going to a umi-
vergity, but [ contend that our system of
education right through fails to work to the
advantage of the rising generation. Indeed,
our education svstem operates fo the detri-
ment of the rising generation. The mental
is infinitely more lelicate than the physical,
aml we «do not pay the slightest attention to
the fact that we have over worked and are
over working the mental capacity of our ehil-
dren,  That is the reason why, in my opinion,
we have nevér yet seen a brilliant Rhodes
scholar, We pick Australia’s best, physi-
cally mud mentally best, for Rhedes scholars;
and there is not a brilliant man among them.
Why!  DBecause the system we are working
upon everstrains the menfality of youth.

Mr. OLoghlen: Give us your definition of
brillianey.

My, TNXDERWQOOD: What I have said is
correct.  Tet hon. members answer me that.

Hon, ¥. Collier: There are some very cap-
able men amongst the Australian returned
Rhodes scholars.,

Mr. TXDERWOOD: There is not a bril-
liant man amongst them.

Mr. Teesdale: Never one heard of!

Mr. UNDERWOOD: That is so. This
university ery in mostly put up by professors
who are receiving a thousand a year for being
prrofessors.

Hon. P. Collier: There are in this eity
halt a dozen Rhodes scholars as capable as
any men in their professions.

Mr, CXDERWOOD: Where are they?

Hon. P. Collier: Doctors and lawyers in
this city.

AMr. UXDERWOQOOD: Here is a point I
want to stress, and as long as I can speak T
intend to stress it, that the university pro-
fessors and school teachera who get their
living by cramming the brains of children,
by getting hold of little children and forcing
their mentality, are not doing the best for
our rising generation.

AMr. Corboy: There are no little children
at the Tniversity.

Mr. TXDERWOOD : The hon. member was
there.

Hon. T. Walker: That is clever, is it not?

Mr. Corhoy: You would' be a better man
if you had been there.

Mr. TXDERWOOD: 1 doubt it.

Mr. Corboy: T de not.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: This university of
ours ix a Perth university, after all. When
one eomes to think of it, thowe who are pgoing
to pret the advantage of this free University
tuition are the children of the wealthy people
of Perth. XNow, as regarda a resident of my
eleetorate who desires to send his child to
2 umiversity, what difference does it make



|22 Decemssr, 1921.]

to him whether he sends his son or daughter
to Adelnide or Melbourne on the one hand,
or to Perth on the other?

Mr. Corboy: I know of children of trades-
men who have got their education at this
University.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: That is to say it is
a Perth University.

Mr. Corboy: They are not all the children
of wealthy parents,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I am speaking of
what obtains mostly. The man who can keep
his son until he is 21 years, earning nothing,
i3 rot a man too short of funds. The Leader
of the Opposition pointed out that many
parents, and good parents, have saved and
scrapel and stinged, bave denjed themselves
many things, in order that they might send
one child to the University. My experience
is that that child always turned out on in-
grate.

Mr. Corboy: You know a very poor class
of people then.

Mr. TNXDERWOOD: I have seen a good
few of those ingrates. The boy who goes
navvying, the boy who works in the mines,
turned out all right, but the one who beeame
8 university student showed himself an in-
grate towards his parents.

Hon. P. Collier: Not always.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Not always; but it
is my experience that a good few of them
did. There is much sentiment, and very little
logic, in regard to this question. There are
the grand, fine, flowing phrases which the
member for Kanowns (Hon. T. Walker) is
going to spread over this Chamber direetly,
about education free from the kindergarten
to the wnivetsity—evervthing free.

Hon. T. Walker: You make me sick, really!

Mr. UNDERWOQQOD: Everything to be
free!

Hon. T. Walker: Your speech reminds me
of public-house slush.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The learned and hen-
ourable member is getting wild.

Hon. T. Walker: Not wild; absolutely sick.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: There is a great deal
of false sentiment in regard to this matter,
especially about this phase of it that is being
put up to us now. The management of the
University sy that if there is a scholar who
¢an pass the tests, and whose pareats cannot
afford to pay university fees, they will ndmit
that seholar. o that the reply is, ‘T will
not have charity.’”” Buat, after all, where
does charity begin? Who is paying for the
University? The man who pays income fax
is paying for the University. And does it
make any difference how he does it? T have
never heard those people who talk so loudly
and loosely abont mot wanting charity, pro-
pose a reduction of the exemption from in-
come tax. They are always quite prepared to
avoid paying income tax. However, how it is
done does not matter, but this university
-edueation has to be paid for. If onc cannok
pay his income tax—T cannot pay mine
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Mr. O’Loghlen: 1f you had been to tle
TUniversity you would have been able to
pay it.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Quite possibly, he-
cause I would have become 2 professor, That
is what T would have become. With regard
to universities generally, let me point out
that during the Jast 100 yecars the world has
progressed very materinlly thanks to inven-
tiong. In the universities onc finds en-
gineers. But have we ever known a univer-
sity engineer to invent anything? Have we
ever known a suggested inventiou to be put
before a wuniversity professor without that
professor telling the man, ‘It ecannot be

-~ done.”’

Hon. P, Collier: Oh, that is rubbish!

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It is absclutely true.

Hon. P, Collier: It is nothing but rubbish.

Mr. UNDERWQOD: Where are the uni-
versity professors who have invented any-
thing?

Mr. Heron: They are at it all the tiwe.

Mr, UNDERWOQOD: When it was sug-
gested that electrieity should be pgenerated
with the aid of tides, we had one of the Uni-
versity professors rushing into print to say
that it could not be doue because it was not
in the books. Iniversity men only study
what others have done, A university profes-
gor’s mind is absolutely full of what other
people have done and there is ne room in his
mind for anything for him to do himself.

Mr, Lutey: Do university professors never

experiment?
Mr, UNDERWOUOD: T said that university
men never accomplished anything good. I

withdraw that statement. University men
have collected and collated information re-
goriding  things that other men have done.
They have put that information infe sueh a
form that it van be picked up by others who
desire to learn. Beyond that aspect, how-
ever, university men have accomplished no-
thing. Those of us who have been denied a
upniversity education have not missed mueh.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [8.47]: Tt was
very intercsting indeed to listen to the re-
marks by the Leader of the .Cpposition in
cennection with his mation. I took down two
or three remarks of his to which I wish to
refer. During the course of his speeeh, he
said that we should set up a university in the
bush. I am in ateord with the Teader of the
Opposition if he desires to extend the privi-
leges of the university to thosec who live in
the bush.

Mr, MeCallum;
now$

Mr. PICKERING: The Leader of the Op-
position several times referred to-the almest
jmpossibility of students in the outback cen-
tres-attending the University. We recognise
that there is considerable truth in what he
said. and I propose to move an amendment
te the motion to the effect that a sperial
allowanee of £30 per annum should he paid
bhr the Government towards the maintenance

Have they not privileges
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of students whose hemes are beyond a radins
of 30 miles of the Tniversity.

The Minister for Mines: You eannot do
that.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member cannot
increase the burden of taxation by such an
amendment.

The Minister for Mines:
this shoull he done.

Mr. PICKERIXNG:
than that. .

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can
give notice of - scparate motion, but he ean-
not amend the one before the Chair.

My, MeCallum: We will gupport the hon.
member if he does,

The Minister for Aines: You can say that
this is desirable.

Mr. PTUKERING: But I want to give

You can say that

I want to go further

effect to it. [t is of no usc merely saying
that this should be done.
Houn. P. Collier: You ean move to that

effect in a senarate motion.

Mr. PICKERTNG: Can T not move to the
effect that in the opinion of this House what
1 intended to move is desirable?

The Minister for Mines: The motion is
one to disallow a statute, and what you desire
to arrive at would have to be a separate
motion.

Mr. Johnston: Sueh an amendment has re-
latiofl to the mntion,

Mr. PICKERING: Do T understand, Mr.
Speaker, that vou rule my propesed amend-
ment out of order?

Mr. SPEARKER: I am sorry, but it is out
of order.

Hon, T. Waiker:
would support yomu,

Mr. PICKERING: I am strongly of the
opinon that the University is not, as it is
ealled, the University of YWestern Australia,
bot is in reality the University of Perth.

Hon. W, . Anpgwin: 1t is better than the
Adelaide University.

Mr. PICKERING: I am not econcerned
with other institutions. The Leader of the
Opposition said that we should not take into
consideration the universities in other States.
I am not considering the other Btates in this
matter.

Hon, W, ¢, Angwin: I meant that the Tni-
versity here is hetter than the one in Adelaide.

The Premier: Is it!

Mr. PICKERIN(G: Tt is an unfair pro-
position to ask members on the Government
side of the House, aud more particvlarly
those who sit on the cross henches, to sup-
port a motion in faveur of free edueation for
only one section of thisx community.

Hon. P. Collirr: Well, that is a dog-in-the-
manger attitade!

Ar. PICKERING: Tt is unfair to ask it.

Mr, O'Loghlen: Yon frequently ask us
to support the one section you represent.

Mr, PICKERING: Of course we do. Tt
woulll not be unfair to change the name of
the University to the Perth University, in-
stead of the University of Western Australia,
To make it a aniversity for Western Ausira-

We are sorry too, for we
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lin eonl} only be achieved by extending the
privileges of the University in the direction
of making a grant of a sufficient amount to
snable students from the country distriets to
participate in {he advantages provided by the
institution.

AMr, MeCallum:
now.

Mr. PICKERING: The member for
Boulder (Hun. P. Collier) suid that the
vote for cducation when the University was
established, was £238,000 and that it had in-
ereased to £530,000 in ten years. That is a big
increasa for so short a period and for so
small a population. If the result of that
expenditure has been the advancement of
the State, the State would surely not be-
grudge that expenditure. I thmk how-
ever, regard should be had to the publie
purse, and that the edueation vote should
be madc consistent with the state of that
purse. I cannot agree with the Leader of
the Opposition when he savs that the sys-
tem of bursarics or scholarships is in the
nature of charity,

Mr., MeCallum: They are.

Mr. PICKERING: I cannot agree with
that, Take the bursaries in connection
with the High School.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
them.

Mr. PICKERING: But only if they are
profirient.

Hon. . Collier: But in this instance, the
poverty of the parents is the turning point
in deciding the wmatter,

Hon. T. Walker: The parent- has to take
an eoath that he cannot pay.

Mr. PICKERING: Take
Secholarship.

Hon. P. Collier:
altogether,

Mr. PICKERING : It was a provision
that the Rhodes scholarship sbould be free,
and——

Mr. Johnston: Open to all,

Mr, PICKERING: The guiding corsider-
ation is not the poverty of parents, I take
it thut in these scholarships and bursaries
the guiding factor is proficiency.

Mr. MeCallum: They are only given om
condition that- the parents are too pour to

Allowances arc provided

Anyone can get

the Rhodes
That is a different thing

pay

Mr. PICKERING: If peop]e can afford
to pay T agree that they should pay.

Mr, McCallum: Bot you surely do not
agree with charity.

Mr. PICKERING: T do not look upon it
as charity, The farming community have
long Dbeen seeking the advantage of an ex-
tended educational system so that an agri-
cultural college eculd be established out-
side V’erth, but owing to lack of funda we
have been debarred from having that
advantage.

Mr, Johnston: We have a fine institution
at Narrogin,

The Premier: But it is not free.
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Mr. PICKERING: The charges in con-
nection  with the Narrogin State Farm
School have been put up very considerably.
I have been informed by the member for
Williams-Narrogin (Mr. Johnston) that the
charges have been increased only for board.
I had to bring under the notice of the Min-
ister for Kducation the fact that one
student from Busselton who had been
attending the State Farm School had had
to leave becausc of the increase in the
nmaintenance rates. I consider that is abso-
lutely unfair, because he was admitied to
the institution under what amounts to an
agreement that he would be charged a cer-
tain price. If we are to have free educa-
tion surely such an increase should mnot be
foisted upon the farming community in
conncction with the Narrogin institution.
The Leader of the Opposition said that we
should not haggle over a few more thou-
sands. I am in accord with that sentiment.
If the University is to be maintained free,
then a few more thousand required for the
maintenance of students as I suggested in
my proposed amendment, should be made
available.

Hon. T. Walker: Hear, hear! I say so
too.
Mr. PICKERING: The member for

Boulder further said that we should not
take any steps which would preclude any
lad or girl from taking advantage of the
University. I contend that there are a fair
proportion of students outside the city area
who are debarred from availling themselves
of the opportunities which are open to
those regiding in the eity.

Hon. P. Collier: 1 agree with you,

Mr. PICKERING: That point was em-
phasised by the Leader of the Opposition.

Hon., P. Collier; That is so, but the
remedy is not in the direction of fees.

Mr. PICKERING : Perhaps not, but I
thiok this House should make a recom-
mendation to the Premier along the lines
1 suggest.

Hon. T. Walker: And we will help you
along those lines,

The Premier: But where are we to get
the money{

The Minister for Alines: That is the
point. It is all very well to talk about
these things, but how ecan we get the
money¥

Mr. PICKERING: On looking through
the debates when the University Bill was
passed I find that the member for Williams-
Narrogin (Mr. Johmston) moved the fol-
fowing motion:—

That in the opinicn of this House it is
desirable that all education at the Uni-
versity of Western Australia shovld be
free, and that the practice of charging
fees ‘at State educational establishments
shonld be entirely abolished.

Hon. T. Walker: And that motion was
carried by a large majority. )
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Mr. PICKEERING : The then Attorney
General when discussing the matter said—

One does not volunteer all information,
to give every caller a long lecture on
every Step we are taking, unless a ques-
tion is asked in regard to it, when we
are only too happy to supply every in-
formation, There is another thing I must
complain of, aod that is of this House
having been particularly asked to -take,
in a corrective sense, the Benate of the
University under its wing. That bedy is
an independent body altogether. It is a
body corporate, instituted by an Act of
Parliament that gives it a being, capable
of looking after its own affairs. This
Chamber can no-mere direct the dotails
of the management of that institution
than it ecan direct the management of
the Bank of New South Wales. They
both exist by virtue of the laws of the
land, but they are both independent cor-
porations, and it is left to them to decide
what they shall do in regard to their
buginess affairs, This motion presumes
that the details of the management and
businesa of the University shall be under
the corrective, disciplinary forces of this
Chamber, which is an absurdity.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: We have supplied
themn with money.

The Attorney General: Simply because
we desired to see an institution of the
kind. The mere supplying of the money
for the purpose of helping that institu-
tion along no more enables us to take its
direction in our hands than the supply
of a grant to the High School enabled
us to decide the detalls of what the
geallemun who moved this resolution
should learn upon its forms when attend-
ing that school.

The Attorney General decided that it was
without the province of this House to say
what the senate of the University should do,
but it provided under the Act that the Uni-
versity statutes are to be laid upon the Table
of this Chamber, The senate in its wisdom
finds it necessary to charge fees in order that
the institution may continue its cxistenco
along lines which it is claimed are esscential
to its maintenange. In establishing the Uni-
versity we desived that the University shounld
be maintained in the best interests of the
State. If the State is not able to afford a
eontinuance of the University on lines that
arc essential, and the senate finds it neces-
sary to impose fees and therefore places this
statute on the Table of the House, are we
eonforming to the statements uttered by
the then Attorney General if we rescind or
annul that statute? That is the question
hon. members have to take into considera-
tion. Seeing that we have given the Univer-
sity powers which make it independent of the
control of the House, are we right in taking
away from it onc of the main factors of its
existence? I have been in favour of free
edueation, but I realise there must come »
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time when we shall have to limit the extent
of that freedom. That time appears to be
now. There ¢an be no doubt the expense of
the University has more than kept pace with
our revenue, and the question is are we go-
ing to restriet it and so diminish the useful-
ness of the Universitv. Tf the degrees and
diplomas issued by the University are not to
e of equal or greater value than that of the

diplomas and degrees issued by other Aus.

tralian  Universities. the Western Australian
Tniversity will  evease to be of practieal
value,

Hon, T. WALKER (Kanownu) [9.2]: 1
only desire to put before the House the issues
we have had before us, sinee that motion
quoted by the last speaker was debated in
this Chamher. We have stood out for free
edueation.  The Minister for JMines will at-
test that one of the fundamental principles
on which we lanoched further afield with
edieational ¢ffort was that it was to be
national, That is the whele point; whether
we are to have a national or a seetional uni-
versity, a university for the people of the
State or a university for the favoured few,
By our (Qecisions up to date, we have elected
to establish a national university., Tf it is to
bhe national, the very moment we impose a
“fee of any kind, to that extent do we take
from it its national character. It is no new
experiment, as was pointed out by the mem-
her for Williams-Narrogin {(Mr. .Johnston) at
the time he moved his motion. In the Unmted
States thex have heth State or aational uni-
versities, and private uaniverdities; and the
greatest gpood has been done, the greatest
progress made where the universities have
heen of a national character, free from
charge, free to all students—the greatest good
has been done to the greatest number by that
means.  That is the only gquestion we have to
discuss here to-night, namely, are we pgoing
to divert from principics already established
by resolution and by Act of Parliament, are
we groing to turn owr haek. to make a re-
vision; onee having set up the University, ave
we to hand it aver to the rich, to the favoured
amdd  pampered  elasses of the community,
and allow ne chanee whatever to the poor
man’s ¢hild? 1t has been argued that be-
eanse not every man can afford to keep his
child up to the age of 20 or 21 vears studying
at the TUniversity therefore it is of no benefit
to the mujority of the population and they
can pet no advuntape from it. Well, where-
ever a free Tniversity has heen tried, that
argnment has heen belied,  Of conrse we ean-
not send everybody to the Tniversity. Not
everv child horn in the community is des-
tined to pass thrangh that proress of eduea-
tion: but we munst leave evervone the ehance,
we must give the opportunity to all; and
it is  that precisely which a  free
Tniversity does. Tf we look at the number
of poor people who have passed through the
free nniversities, both in America and in
the experiment in this State, we shall be as-
tanished. The sons and daughters of those
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who are by no means afluent have obtained
their Jdegrees in the University, whereas they
conld not possibly have dome so had we im-
posed fees. Without labouring it too much,
I wigh hon. members would mark that dis-
tinetion: whether we are to have a national
university or, a university fhr the ¢lass,
whether we are to recognise the class. If
the University is te be national, it will be
used for national purpeses, used to ereate o
national spirit, and will henefit us in build-
ing up the State. Tf it is to be a University
where fees are charged—therefore at once
making a  distinetion between the family
that ean afford to have the son or daughter
thus  eduented, and  those who cannot—
we have put a division in the vommupnity,
we have destroved the spirit of demoeracy.

The Minister for Mines: Why not make-
it national?

Hou. T. WALKER:
o so.

The Minigter for Mines: Then it ought
to be taken over by the Federal Govern-
ment.  We are all one community.

Hon, T. WALKER: XNo, what about the
Btate authorities?

The Minister for Mines:

T say we ought to-

Why not make

all universities in Australia free?

Hon. . WALKER: T say it would be
hetter, But we cannot legislate for the Com-
monwealth, whereas we can legislate for our
own State.  And the hon. member knows that
when the Trniversity was established we in-
tended it to be national, a State University
for the good of this State, and we desired
to assist it in every way. It was not T, per-
sonally, myself who moved that we charge
no fees; but it was with the consent of
Cabinet, the conzent of the hon, member and’
the consent of the Mouse. Therefore, T am
pointing out, it was with that gpirit to make
it national, to make no breaches hetween one
vlass and another in the State, but to put
all en n distinet cquality in respeet of know-
ledge.  Svrely that is the very essence of
democeracy, giving to all an equal oppor-
funity =0 fur as we could provide it hy the
cstablishment of a wniversity. That is really
the gist of the argument., Tf we are to start
charging fees, let us withdraw the Act—an-
nul it.  OF course, it will be difficult, be-
eause we have given the University a char-
ter; still it ean be done. We can refuse the
£15,000 annual payment, and let it be the
rith man’s TUniversity, let him pay every
penny of its maintenance, let him pay for
his child’s education from entry to the at-
tainment of his degree. PBut do not let it
be half and half, do not let us pretend that
it is a State University, and then say it is a
State TUniversity aided by the contribntions
of a select few. T think that iy belittling.
Let us do as they have done in some of the
States of America, make it our University,
the people 'a distinetly. T admit that we require
gome modification in the management, in the
direction of affairs there. We onght to have
more distinet control. We thought we were
providing for conirol when we made pro-
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vision for the election of some of the sena-
‘tors, but that has been shown to be insuffi-
eient. If it is to he a State institution in
the same way as our primary schools, our
sccondary and teehnical schools and our con-
tinuation classes are State institutions, if ik
is to be of that character, let us foot the
bill, T admit that education is costing us a
lot. But c¢an we afford to spare that cost?
TIf we cease to spend money in the training
of the minds of the growing gencration we
impoverish the State, we deteriorate ment-
ally the whole Stale, we retard progress, we
become stagnmant as a nation, as a people,
as these who have charge of a great heritage
such as this State is,

The Minister for Mines: Tt depends upon
how you interpret ‘cducation.’’

Hou. T. WALKER: T interpret ‘‘cdnea-
tion'’ to mean all that which fits us for the
development of all the resources of Nature,
ineluding the nature of ourselves. That is
education i its broadest sense. And more,
the discipline, too, if you like, the moral
discipline that fits us for the real bhattle of
life in comradeship with our fellows. That
is true education. If we are to deprive our-
selves of that wealth, we deprive ourselves
‘of all wealth. The blatant champion of ig-
norance that we have in this Chamber, who
everlastingly is talking against education,
notwithstanding that he advocated the es-
tablishment of this very University of ours,
approved of it, asks to-night what has ever a
professor done for us, where are the profes-
501§ who have cver distinguished themselves
in life! It is sheer hosh. Every man who
reads even the curvent literature, knaws that
some of our most up-to-date modern bhless-
ings are the products ef the lahoratories and
the univervities of the world; the very means
of communicating kunowledge, even throungh
solid mountaing and under the waves of the
sea and certainly along the limitless air,
are the produets of Professor Riutgen, Pro-
fesgor Hertz, and Marconi, who himself was
a university man. It is our university men
who have given ns the knowledge, which is
practieally being used in the development of
our areas and in the proseeution of our indus-
tries. Tf there ix one thing which has given Ger-
many an advantage in the world, hoth hefore
the war and now, it is the applieation of the
produets of~her professors in the universities
to the arts and industries. They have beaten
the world in dyes and in synthetie chemistry,
beaten the world not out of ignoranee but out
of knowledge, knowledge obtained in the
universitics, Has Lord Kelvin done nothing
for us as a Britisher? Has JJ. J. Thomson done
nothing for us as a Britisher? There is not
a man walks his daily walk of life but is
under a debt of gratitude to these men. Has
Professor Crooks dome nothing to assist and
help the world along? All of us unconseiously
are participating in the blessings his discov-
eries and knowledge have revealed to us. And
3f it comes to the parliamentary institutions
of the country, what stupidity for the memher
for Pilbara to say **Where is yonr Prime

. for Pilbara has beaten the lot of them.
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Minister? Where ure your great statesmen?
Where are they who have gone tlhrough uni-
versitiea?’’ The inference is that the memt)ezlg
>
stand above them; I can criticise them, pull
them to pieces, measvre their value’’'—thus
the member for Pilbara. The late 8ir Ed-
mund Barton cannot be despised. Would we
compare him for merit and quality and otility
and general world usefulness with the member
for Pilbara? But he was a nniversity man,
Would we compare the member for Pilbara
with the late Alfred Deakin?  And yet AMr.
Deakin was a university man. Would we com-
pare Sir Samuel Griffith with the hon. mem-
ber? The stupility of it when we come 1o
analvse it, when we come to take his speech
te pieces and compare it with fact! Tt is an
evidence of the lack of cdueation that the
man speaks so blatantly, so freely, ahout
things of which he is so absolutely ignorant.
The world everywhere bencfits by our univer-
sities. American industries have been as-
sisted illimitably by the study of organi¢ and
inorganic and by syntheti¢c chemistry, and
even invention, invention of the wost subtle
character—Mareoni instruments for instance
—Mlias been the produet of university wmen.

Tron. P. Collier: Mareoni hiwself is a unij-
vergity man.

Hon. T. WALKER: Quite 0. And to hear
this kind of talk passed off as argument for
diminishing our respect for free education—

Hon, P, Collier: Sneering!

Hop. T. WALKER: Why, we cannot over-
value education, Where there is no educa-
tion, there you sce the lands, although popu-
Inted, slavishly governed ind managed and
ruled, where every sanitary law is abhsent nnd
where poverty and autfering and disease are
rampant, Owr universities and our knowledge
relieve all these disabilities and lift us to an
appreciation of the great rich treasures that
Nature hag in her atores for us, Education, of
vourse, 33 that key which unlocks every cup-
hoard where Nature keeps her*most precious
stores. And to begrudge a paltry penny or
two a year in lifting all our citizens to a
hgher standard is to me the height of nip-
gardly contempt for the bencfit of the com-
munity. Tt is stupidity, because it is not the
man who Jearns that gets the whole hencfit.
The glory of education is that it is diffusive,
Tt i3 like a torch that is lit; it dispels the
darkness, and all lives then mav enjoy the
pleasure of vision. In darkness we see mnot;
oue light may make clear the space our
vision can cover, and so our educated peo-
ple, who may never be boasting of their adu-
cation and appavently never using it, are dif-
fusing a subtle, refining, ennobling, inspirit-
ing jinfluepee on all the community, lifting
everybody higher. When the highest is low,
the low must be very low indced, but if we
can 1ift by degrees the whole community hy
increasing the mental activities of the gen-
eral population, and we add to the mentul
wealth of the whole community; and after
we have analysed everything, it is the mental
wealth of the community that creates the ma-
terinl wealth of the community. Blot out ovr
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brains; silence our thoughts, put us inte a
pusition where we can neither reason nor ap-
ply our knowledge, and our wealth is unper-
ceived, nnnotived, unrealised.  What is the
difference between the nation that has a dug-
out for its commerce and the mation that can
employ fleets of steamers of the dimensions
ot the **Titanic''? The application of men.
tally trained forces to the material pros-
perity of the people—wlere is it to be got?
Tn the bush? Are the brightening diamonds
of thought to be found only in the wild
wastes of Nature? I8 it only in the back
block that one can get these qualities?

Mr. Marshall: It is in Pilbara.

Hon. T, WALKER: It may he there, By
it the hon. member had his intellect so:n ewhat
brightened, I admit, But have we mnot evi-
dence that it is in the centres of population,
where men's minds can stir up the minds of
others, that we get the great produets of in-
telle-tnal genius and of invention? We gat
it in these nurseries. The university is a
nursery where the start ia given. Tt is not
the full education; it is the preparation to
take charge of the preat forces of Nature,
to harmess the lightning itself; to take the
power of the sunbeam and turn it to the ser-
vitude of man, to put into play and under
direetion those titanic forees of Niagara and
make them do some work that will benefit
the hunblest teiler in his cottage. That is
what these universitics are for; that is what
they are teaching us to-day. Iow ean we
deery education or bewail its cost, when we
know what it has done for us, when it has
built bridges of ecommeree between hemi-
sphere and hemisphere, when it has put
thought to travel in the solitudes of empyrenn
space, and made heart beat with heart and
thoughts synchronise with theaghts though
the producers of them have been constitnents
and occans asunder. Awd we begrudge a
penny or two for what has furned deserts into
blooming paradises; for what has turned the
dirty vermin-infested hovels apnd huts into
domiciles thate are past comparison; for twhat
has taken a meagre insanitary popnlation
and made it a rich and beautiful and proud
eity. ‘All material wealth primarily is created
by thought, by mental powers, by educater,
trained powers, by the mastery of mind over
the terrific forces that lay hidden in the
smallest atoms about ws; it is thus that
we are Dbecome civilised, powerful, and
wealthy. What a change has this education
made in us when we think that the kings
of England and the great a’Beckett himself
used rushes for carpets, and when their gar-
ments were infected with vermin and they
lived and slept on rushes in caves. And now
the peasant, the humblest in onr midst, would
seorn  sueh comforts or such surroundings.
What has wrought the change? The increase
of mind over matter, the conquering of
nature by intelligence; and it is the univer-
gity that brings within its walls every ad-
vance of thought, classifies it, and harmon-
ispg it with all other thoughts collected from
the past, and harpesses the compendinm of
all thoupht to the chariot of progress. That
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is the object of the university, and we be-
grudge a pound or twe for it. We begrudge
a pound or two for it, because we cannot
have a university in every electorate; be-
cause we cannot brild a university at Bus-
selton, We cannot do everything we would
wish. I wish we were advanced emough to
have a university at Busselton, just as there
i3 a university in London, one in Manvches-
ter, one in Oxford, one in Birmingham, one
in Camlridge, and so on all through Eng-
land.

Mr. Simons: And one at Pilbara,

Hon, T. WALEKER: I wish we could have
one at Pilbara, that our pepulation was so
great and our progress so advanced, but we
cannot. We may as well say that the par-
linmentary institution is bad because we ean
build a Parliament House only in Perth, It
is the same argument. We may as well say
that, because we cannot have a Parliament in
Pilhara avd another at Busselton, Parlia-
menis shonld not be had at all and that
we will not vote for Parliaments,

Mr. Money: It would be bLetter if we could
have more.

Hon. T. WALKER: Undoubtedly; I wish
we could. The more:we diffuse education,
the more we diffuse knowledge

The Premier: The member for Bunbury
wants more Parliaments.

Mr. Money: I meant more local adminis-
tration. .

Hoon, T. WALKER: I by no means decry
local administration. It is the genius of
the Anglo-SBaxon race to create governments
of that kind. All our loeal governing bodies
arc the products of that genius. Because
we canuot have a suprcme Parliament
in every little township or ceantre & is
not an argument against this Parliament.
Neither is it an argument against the
University of Western Australia becaunse
similar establishments are not built in
some other part of the State. It has to be
built where the largest population is, al-
thongh it may mnot serve all these in the out
portions of the State, and it may be an in-
convenience to many to attend it and take
their, courses there. Neverthelesa they are
uot altogether debarred from it. If fees were
instituted, the hindrance and impediment
placed upon many students would be even
greater. At least we can give them free edu-
eation if they can manage to get to Perth.
Some allowanee should be made to cnable
those sons of farmers who wish to attend
this institution to keep them while they are
going through the courses. That would be
of advantage to them. Tn the menntime we
are not asking for so much, but what we are
asking for is that we shall be true to the
principles upon which this University was
opened, that it shall be a national and not
a sectional institntiom, that it shall be for
all ani not for those who can afford to pay
fees; in fine, that it shall not pass inte the
hands of n clavs but be the property, priile,
and glory of every citizen of the com-
munity,
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The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [9.32]: T am not going to vote
for the Statute, and will tell the House why.
1 have been asked to pive the House certain
information by those who are most eoncerned
in the matter. lon. members have spoken of
expenditure in a very light manner.  They
say there iz waste and extravagance, and that
moncy conld be saved in many directions and
spent upon edueation, If wages amnrl salaries
could be redueed I suppose money could be
saved, but we have been called npon to pay
about one million per annum more in the last
two years in wages and salaries than we paid
before. I do not know that members ought
to refer to that expenditure as waste or to
objeet to it.  The expenditure is a serious
matter. I remember reading of an old philo-
sopher who opened 2 school and wanted
some sign to put outside his school. He put
©up the sign ‘*two and two make four.”’ Heo
thought that common sense was of some use
in the world, and so this was the sign he put
up. We have to come to that when discunssing
the amount of money we have to spend. It
iz no good talking of £300,000 as being a
small amount to gpend on educafion in this
State. There is a limit beyond which we
cannot go. I am asked to remind the Housz
that in 1913 we spent £276,000 on education,
and this year we are spending £545,000, the
amount having doubled itself in those few
years. Tt cannot be contended that we are
not doing our part by the young people of the
country. The rubsidy of the University up
to last year was £13,500, but last year
it was £15000. I am asked to tell
the House what was done Jast year. 1 am

informel, and [ believe it, thut the expendi-’

ture has been «losely watched. 1 believe the
-University authorities do make their money
go as far as pessible. I am told that the re-
serve accumulated in the first ycar has now
beeome exbausted, and the authorities expect
a deficiency of £3,000 at the end of the year.
Seeing that this year we are spending
£560,000 on education there is not a great
deal of room for more expenditure. The
University has very little outside the money
that is voted by Parliament. It is true the
institution possesses some endowment lands,
and I am of opinion that they should be
made use of, if possible. There is, however,
very little ehance of getting revenue from it
nuless it is sold amd the monpey is invested.
The University is not likely to be able to
lease the land for building purposes for a
long time. Tt is of no use keeping so much
land idle and ihen asking for a vote for fur-
ther income. 'These lands are undoubtedly
of valve, but uo one likes to build on lease-
hold Tand: -

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Hon. P. Collier:
years’ lcase.

The PREMIER: People do not care to
take land on that basis; they prefer free-
hold. The two systems do not werk well to-

They could give a 99
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gether. The leasehold business is not popu-
lar, and so the University has not been ahle
to lease its endowment lamis. Tt is true we
have been able {0 place them in the way of
getting a little money by introducing a Bill

this session, enabling them to lease
their lands and have houses buile upon
.them, but T do mnot think that will

help them very materially, These lands
ought to be turned to account, even
if they are sold and the money invested,
Lut they are not likely to be leased in the
near future. TLast year the University spent
£21,246, The income wasg £19,945 and they
took £896 from reserve, which left a deficit
of £405. This year it is expected the ex-
penditure will reach £23,040; the Govern-
ment grant being £15,000, endowments £1 800,
cxamination fees £2,200, income from various
other sources £1,300, and the proposed
fees £2,740. Tt 1s proposed to increase
the salaries of the staff by £1,385
or nearly half the amount of the fees
that it s proposed to charge. It is
here I think I am entitlal to object, whatever
T may do about the question of fees. The
deficit for last year was £405, so that without
this inecrease there will be a shortage of
£1,300, The University has dome cxecllent,
work, although it is housed in buildings that
are certoinly not palatial and nrobably are
hardly suitable for the work. The professors
have done good work and the results have
been satisfactory, I have been asked to
point out what has happened in other places,
and to tell hon. members what has been done
for professors and lecturers in the other
States. In Sydney the professors draw from
£1,100 a year to £1,300 a year, and in Mel-
bourne from £1,000 to £1,300 a year, the
number of students in the former case being
2,800 and in_ the latter 2,600. In Adelaide
the professors draw £1,100 a year, in Queens-
land fram £700 {o £1,000, in Tasmania £3800,
and in Western Australia £900, “TThe lectur-
ers in eharge draw more in the bigger States
than they do here. In Sydney they draw
from £700 to £900, in Melbourne from £600
to £750, in Adclaide £700, in Queensland from
£300 to £650, in 'Tasmania £500, and in Perth
£454 to £604. Other lecturers draw in Syd-
ncy £350 to £700, in Melbourne £400 to £500,
in Adclaide £550, in Queensland £300 to £400,
in Tasmania £450, and in Western Australia
£404 to £504. We have not so very much to
he ashamed of in that. The total expendi-
ture on salaries, or the average expenditore
per head of students on salaries, in Western
Australia is £40 as against £36 in Sydney,
£27 in Melbourne, £28 in Adelaide, £57 in
Queensiand, and £49 in Tasmania. The rev-
couc is very much smaller here from outside
sources than it is in the other States. In
Syduney the total revenue for last year was
£143,000, in Mclbourne £93,000, in Adelaide
£46,300, in Queensland £30,110, in Tasmania
£13,880, and in Western Australia £16,217.
From fees we get £624 as agninst £3,600 in
Queensland, £1,880 in Tasmania, and very
much larger amounts in the other sitirs. ™he
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Melbourne University collects in fees £18 10s.
per head, Sydney £11 1is, Adelaide £15 3s.,
Queenstand £12 125, Tasmania £9 13s., and
Western Austrulia £1 18s. There is a vast
difference there, 1 suppose there are very
few free universities in the world, Certainly
the universities in the Old Country are not
free, and the rees collectesdl there are higher
than those collected in Australia. The list T
havs here shows that they vary between £21
and £31.
University has really no revenue outside the
vote given by Parliament, Some members
§ know are anxious that the TUniversity
should remain a free institution. There
will come a time when the moency that
i, spent on education will have to be
carefully serutinised. We may be a little
ambitious in our University, but I do not
know that we are. [f the University is to be
earried on, money must be found for it. I
am not going to vote for the Statute which
has been submitted, one of my reasons being
that half the amount collected in fees would
go to inerense the saluries of the staff. The
staff may not be overpaid now, but I think
there ig very little fault to find with the
salaries paid to professors and lecturers. 1
know that if these fees are not allowed, there
wiil be a demand for an increased grant, but
it doecs not follow that an inereaged grant can
be paid.

Mr, O’Loghlen:
maotion?

The PREMTER:

Are you sapporting the

T am not supporting the
Statute. That is the same thing. Is that
clear. T am entirely in accord with the re-
marks of my hon. friend when he says the
Univeriity is not free to the people of the
8tate. Tt is not free to people living 60
miles away. Tt is impossible to make it free
to all the people, and its real advantage is to
those who live in Perth. T 1o not know why
the hon, member compares the fees charged
at the Narrogin farm school with these pro-
posed to be charged at the University. There

can be no comparison. The fees that are
charged at the Narrogin school are for the
keep of the students while there. The ex-

penditnre on our University to date has not
heen so very great; £13,000 per annum does
not represent a large proportion of owr an-
nual edueation vote. T had hoped that there
might be some saving in connection with the
main expenditure, without interferinp, of
ecgurse, with the cducation of the children.
Had that been possible, an additional grant
to the University would have been wmuch
easier to make, TBut the settlement of pen-
ple here, there and everywhere abont the
Mtate hax necessarily inerensed the expendi-
ture on cdueation very cousiderably.  &til),
that is inevitable, hecause we want the pen-
ple in the conntry, and we want those peo-
ple to have ehildren, and we must give the
children education. T have no intention of
supporting the statute submitted. T sappert
the nmotion of the Leader of the Opposition
for the yeasons T Lave stated. Al the same,
it is quite evident to me that if the Tniver-

It has to lie remembered that the’

‘established  here to-day.
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sity is to exist and expand, then its grant
must be increased, and revenne wmust be had.
For the moment 1 prefer that those in con-
tol of the University should turn to the en-
dowment lands amd see what ther can get
from them, 1 did think we would have heard
some propesal in that eornection hefore this
spssion elosed.

Hon. P, Collier:
such a proposal.

The PREMIER: The propusal would have
to eome tfrom the University in the first place.
The Chancellor spoke to me on the <ubject
some time ago. If such  propesul comes, we
shall listen to it. It is no use saying that the
endowment lands are to remain unused for
20 or 30 or 30 years, They do not happen to
he very favourably sitvated, so as to  he
sought eagerly by prople whe want to bnild
homes; and eertainly they do not attruet poo-
ple who want to set up in business, There-
fore, 1 think the only thing to be don: with
those lands at present is what T have sup-
gested. T hape the university avtheorities will
turn their attention to oObtaining some re-
venie from that soutce at the moment. It
ought to be recognised by every memher that
this University is not a frec university: it is
free in name only. Tt is not free to the peo-
ple of this State exeept so far as they live
in the metropolitan area,

Parliament mipght make

My, SIMONS (East Perth} [9.507 1 hope
the House will register the opinion of
membhers as heing favourable to the reten-
tion of the free University. Tt would he
altogether a yetrograde step to depart from
the institution on the lines as we have it
I am somewhat
saddened by the knowledge that a member
of the professorial staff is partly respon-
sible for originating the idea of easting
aside the free university principle. I can-
not understand a man of such enlightened
ideas, and  eredited  with  progressive
thought, advoeating a pgoing back into a
perio of obscurantism. If it is the in-
creasing  pressure  of  taxation that bhas
hronght this about, as has been supgyested,
there  ahould  bhe nothing so cheerfullv
¥iclded as a little taxation for benefiting
the vouth of the commnnity. We find in
familiex  throughout Awstralin working
peaple who  deny  themsoelves lixuvies  who
stint  themselves. owing to an iden, born
of an awbitien to ive their ehildreon
# better cdueation  than  thev  themselves
enjoyed.  That form of self-sactifice, stmple
though it may  he, is an mohling
one, and  represents  one  of  lhe highest
expressions  of  purental  solieitnde, T con-
sider  that what is cxpressed in many
Australian family homes shoull also be ex-
pressed in the same parental way by the
Government of the country.  We should
readily stint and denv ourselves in  the
=ame way ay parents do, <o that we may
maintain our free University. It is 4 grand
ideal for any State, for any nation, te
attempt to present to it< voung citizens a
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road unirammelled, unhindered, right from
the kindergarten to the highest position in
university life. That is a great ideal to
sirive for, to be able to say that at the
end of the road of learning an ivory gate of
apportunity will swing back on hall-hearing

hinges ns soon as it is reached by the
ambijions student. There is no necessity
to  depart from that jdeal. There are

many other branches of public expenditure
"which should be assailed long before the
expenditure on our University. Now, it
has heen suggested that by bringing in
fees we are taking from the rich students
the right to have their edueation at the
axpens¢ of the community. But we are
doing nothing of the kind; we are merely
taking from the rich 12 per cent, of the
annual average cost of university educa-
tion. and the 1ich will still continge to
draw frem the general community about
88 per cent, of the actual cost. There is
nothing democratic about that. Then there
iz the propoesal to make ecertain students
pauperised members of the Tniversity
body. I hope that no such line of de-
marcation will ever be introduced into our
University life, a svstem under which one
section would be dubbed the ‘“fees'’ and
the other section dubbed the ‘“frees.’”” By
so doing we should he reverting to the
early history of South Australia, when the
community was divided into two bodies—
the nobs and the snobs. When I come to
picture some of the members of the Uni-
versity Senate T recall that the roll of the
senate includes more than oue name repre-
senting wealthy interests nf the State, in-
terests which, if they had any real ambi-
tion or-love for helping the youth of .the
community, wonld give expression te that
leve and ambition by making donations to
the institution instead of atiacking the
system of free education. Now, the rev-
enne idea makes no provision for expansion
of the University. It means that the Uni-
versitv i3 to continue just as it exists to-
day—a root-bound, pot-hound sort of in-
slitution, incapable of expansion. We
should be prepared to cnt down expendi-
tnre in other sections of owur public life in
order not to hamper the activities of our
University. I was very sorry to hear the
member for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood)
practically proclaim that he had gonme back
to the ecave-dwelling stage of human
history. He made the statement that Uni-
versitv men have aceomplished ‘nothing in
Australia, To make such a statement is to
proclaim ignorance of the growth of the
Australian nation. But it is. perhaps, after
all, a fitting opinion to he expressed by a
member the majority of whose constituents
are aborigines. If we come to survey the
Fistory of Australia from a constitutional
point of view, we find that the very pro-
genitors of the whole constitutional system
of this eountry, from the ecarliest days of
the last century, were university men. Any
man with a knowledge of Australian his-
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tory, if asked who was the father of cou-
stitutional government in thiz continent of
ours, would bave to answer William Charles
Wentworth. The firast born of Australia’s
gtatesmen, William Charles Wentworth,
was also one of her most brilliant univer-
sity sons. Traring the course of demoeratic
thought which expresses itself in our Con-
stitution, we come to the father of demo-
eracy in Australia—John Dunmore Lang, a
Fresbyterian divine, and a brilliant uni-
versity graduate. To step a little further
aeross the stage of time, we find that when
it was thought necessary to resort to arms
at Ballarat, and the rising of the Eureka
Stockade tock place, the leader of the
rising was nlso a university graduate, in
the person of Peter Laler. Coming to a
slill later stage in our history, and tracing
the birth and growth of Federation, observ-
ing the creation of the Commonwealth Con-
stitution which, when it was written, was
hailed in the world as the very last word
in democratic Government——

Members: Oh|

Mr. STMONS: Members ignordnt of the
history of other countries may say ‘‘Oh,’?
but if Federation has failed, it is not the
fault of the brilliant men who created the
Tederal constitution, but our fault in send-
ing aeross to the Federal Parliament & lot
of bar-tenders, and individuals who c¢ould
not obtain employment as yardmen in the
third-elass hotela of Western Australia.

Hon, P. Collicr: You will have Senator
Pearce down on you.

Mr. SIMONS: Senator Pearce is cover-
ing himseif with glory in another part of
the globe at present.

Hon. P. Collier: Wait till the cultured
De Largie hcars about you!

Mr. SIMONS: Yes, or the refined
Henderson. However, we were tracing
the growth of the Federal -constitu-

tion; and, as has been pointed out by the
member for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker),
we find that that instrument of demoeratic
Ctovernment originated from the minds of
Alfred Deakin and Sir Samuel Grifiiths,
both university graduates. There was also
another great mind eoncerned in the creation
of the Federal vonstitution—Charles Cameron
Kingston. Let us turn to the High Conrt of
Australia, and there we find one of the most
briltiant of forensic minds, Mr. .Justice
Higgins, another graduate of a university.
Turning to glance at the father of democracy
in Victoria, one of the most cultured ex-
ponents of frece government is seen there in
George Higginbotham, also a brilliant uni-
versity gradnate, But let us enter now
the realms of eulture in Australia, and see
how far university men have contributed in
that domain. The University of Sydney was
established by the Wentworth to whom 1
have already referred as the creator of con-
gtitutional government in Awstralia. Coming
acrosa to Vietoria, we find that the founder
of the first public library, the first musenm,
and the first art gallery there was Redmond
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Barry, also a university man. Now
take our own State, and here we find
that this free University was largely the
creation of Jobn Winthrop Hackett, once
more a university graduate. Of John Win-
throp Hackett it may be said as of Sir
Christopher Wren, *If you seek his monu-
ment, look around.’’ During his lifetime
we may not have agreed with all that Sir
Winthrop Hackett wrote and said, we have
to make thia concession to him and to his
memory, that it was largely his inspiration
which gave us King’s Park, and that it was
largely his inspiration swhich gave us the
Vieteria Public Library, and the Museum,
and the Art Gallery.

The Minister for Works: I thought they
originated with the late Lord Forrest.

Mr. SIMONS: Yes, but largely thanks to
ingpiration derived from John Winthrop
Hackett. The late Lord Torrest was a very
shrewd man, who grouped around himself
several university praduates of high attain-
ments, among them mnotably the late John
Winthrop Haekett and the late Charles Yel-
verton OConnor. In our own State, it
would be impossible to ealenlate the value
of one persen’s effort in ovur single TUniver-
sity, such ag the intellectual wealth created
as the result of the efforts of the late Sir
John Winthrop Hackett. Who could assess
his work in terms of money? Who could
assess the value of his contribution fo the
edueation and the wuplifting of Western Aus-
tralia? I am speaking of hum not as a
politician, but as a contributor towards the
welfare of the people of this State, IMany a
young man, whether Socialist or Conserva-
tive, will eontinnally Qraw inspiration from
the great contribution made by John Win-
throp Hackett in the direction 1 have indiea-
ted. We are enly speaking of what one man has
done, and indieated what a wonderful con-
tribution he made to the Yife of one State,
Rut not alone in one seetion of development
of the country is this evidenced. Who will
deny the contribution made by Professor
Grepory in the realms of exploration? Who
will deny the econtribution by Professor
David in the world of geology or of .JFulian
Tenison-Woolds, who wrote of the existence
of the artesian batins of Australia?

Mr. Latham: Not one of them got his
edueation at a free university.

Hon. P. Collier: That is not the point.
They got their training at a university.

My, STMONS: These men appear before
us ag those who have added to the material
welfare of the lives of our people. These
are men who have done praetical work in
conneetion with the progress of Australin
and who have added to the wealth of the
world. I was referring to the wealth of com-
tribntions made by University men. The
member for York (Mr., Latham) would gues-
tion not onlv the benefita derived from & free
Tniversity but from universities in general.
Would he, however, deny what agrieultural
chemistry has meant to the lands of Western
Australia?  The sery men sitting on the
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¢ross benches in this Chamber would not
have had sufficient men and women living
in their constituenvies to sceure their elec-
tion to Parliament had it not been for the
development of agricultural chemistry.,

Alr, MceCnllum: And agrienltural science
generally.

Mr. SIMONS: What has superphofphate
meant to onr agricultural lands? Turniug to
other States, we realise the great work done
by the Chaffey Bros. in connection with irri-
gation in Vietoria, Both of those men were
graduates of an American University. Then
there is Dr. Elwood Mead, whose great work
as an irrigation expert is known throughout
the Eastern States. Let us turn to the realm
of war, too. It was attributed to the Duke
of Wellington that he said that Waterloo
was won on the football fields of England.

Hon., 1. Collier: On the playing fields of
Eton,

Mr, SIMONS: The last war was won
in the laboratories of Europe, not on the
playing fields. When the Germans were ham-
mering At the frontier lines of the Allies,
they were hammering almost suecessfully and
approaching wnear te victary, as the result
of the university training of the men whe
led their armies. When it eame to the hour
of deliveranee, it was TFoch, the university-
trained military pgenins of France, who
struck the blow. Ile was aided by Pershing,
the American army leader, also university
trained. T cannot understand how men stil}
deny the influence of the university in our
midst.

Hon, P. Collier: Who can understand it?

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]-

Mr. SIMONS: Coming to Australia, who
was the great military genius whose work wasg
recognised throughout the Allied armies and
wha made himself the most famous of all the
generaly from the Dominions? Tt was General
Manash, also a university graduate. It is
wearying te go on meationing names. Look
down the scroll of fame throngh Australian
history, whether in our parlinmentary life,
in the realm of invention, or in the domain
of war. We have to concede this point: The
university graduate, by his work and contri-
hutions to ovr natienal life, has contributed
more than cnough in value many times be-
yond the cost of the universities maintained
in different parts of Australia. T hope that
the benefits of a free university will not be
denied the vouth of thia State. T have be-
fore me the calendar of the University of
Western Australia published in 1920. Tn
Mack type, the following appears in the pre-
amhle—-

Owing to the rapid inerease in the num-
her of persons attending the Univer<ity, it
will hie nevessary to restrict the enrolments
of first year stuidents.

Hon. P. Collier: What a shame!

M. STMONS; That ix a fearful ronfes-
sion for any enlightened community to make!
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We have more students elamouring for ad-
mission than we can enrol! In the face of
this, there are the same old Conservatives,
the same ¢ld ladies and gentlemen who hate
the youth of this ecountry almost by in-
stinet

The Minister for Works: Rot.

My, SIMOXNS: Rot? The Minister is "a
past-master in it! Yet these people who hate
the vouth of ounr State almost by instinet,
deny e¢dueation on the one hand and deplore
youthful depravity on the other hand. They
mourn ilie fact that too many go to the bar
and the racecourse and too few devclop a
studions habit, In face of all this, we make

too «mall a provision for those who desire
to henclit from the higher edueation! Tt
is the most dispiriting and humiliating con-

fession to be found in any offieial document
in any part of the world. T hope this re-
striction, this rax upon ambition, will
not be added to by a pronesal to
abolish the free University. I hope the
idenls of the men who founded the University
will be lived np to, and that some practical
means will be found to carry on our Uni-
versity life without burdening our youth
with the payment of fees and hampering
those who desire to create a better type of
womanhnod and manhood in our midst.

Ar.  JOHXNSTON  (Williams-Narrogin)
[10.77: T have been reminded during the

conrse of the debate on the motion before the
House, that I had the privilege of moving
in eonnection with this subject on the 18th

September, 1912, when the resolution T sub- -

mitted read as follows—
That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable that all education at the TUniver-

sitv of Western Anstralia should be free,.

and that the practice of charging fees at

State educational establishments should be

entirely abolished.
I max recall to memory that that resolution
was moved hefore the opening of the Univer-
sity, and while the question of whether fees
should be charged or not, was a burning one
in the community. Tt was moved a few months
after the militant demoeracy of this State
had put the first Labour Government in
power, with the aid of a newspaper ealled
the ‘‘Vanguard’’ which, besides taking a
prominert part in the election, sirenuously
advocated free edueation from the kindergar-
garten to the University. Since then, we
have hal many different guick politieal
chanpes.  Many have progressed with the
times and in political life,. there is change
and progress all the time, particularty during
the stirring conditions obtaining during the
last few years. I am pleased to recall, how-
ever, some of the remarks which I made in
conngetion with this subject nearly 10 vears
ago and T have some recollection of the mid-
night oil I burned in preparation of my
speech on that occasion. It was one of the
first motions I had the privilege of moving in
this Chamber.

Hon. P. Collier: You started well.

[89]
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Mr. JOHNSTON: I was proud indeed of
the reception that motion had, as indicated
by its acceptance hy the MHouse without a
division. T recall that the Leader of the Op-
position at that time, the late Mr. Frank
Wilson, made a Jengthy speech which appears
in ‘““Hansard,’’ in the support of the prinei
ple we are now diseussing, namely, free eduea
tion at the University of Western Australia.

Mr, Teesdale: If you give something for
nothing, you are always pretty popular.

Mr, JOENSTON: The brief paragraph of
my speech on that oceasion, which T desire to
read, i3 as follows: —

A university hes been deseribed as a
school of universal learning, and as such it
should be open to all who would learn, but
it is only by throwing its doors open to all
that it will oecupy the place it should aa
a popular and powerfnl influence for good
in the national life of this country. We
are told higher education is required for
the development of human power and the
training of humwan character, as swell as
the eulture of the human wind, and I ven-
ture to assert that if there is a difference
better material for this purpoese will be
fouud in the ranks of the poor than else-
where. At any rate, if we must have a test
for adirission to the University we do not

. tlesire it to be a financial one, applied not
to the student, but to his -parents. Let
merit and ability and brains be the stand-
ard on which admission to our highest edu-
eational institution shall be hased, net ac-
vident of birth or temporary contmand over
money. It is well known that in 01d coun-
tries the wealthy classes are apt to degen-
ate a3 time goes on. Tn a new eountry like

Australia where eclass distinetions happily

hardly exist, where the poor man of to-day

is the rich man of to-morrow, we cannot yet
say that this is the ease.

In recalling my remarks on that oecasion, I
desire to state that after nearly 10 years, 1
stand absolutely by my utterance. I pro-
pose to support the Leader of the Opposition
and to votc accordingly.

Mr. MeCALLUM (South Fremantle} [10-12]:
There are only two pointa I wish to touch upon.
The first is to remind the House that only £3,000
ig involved in the amount of fees proposed to
be collected and the financial aid which the
Senate say will be necessary to make ends meet.
T desire to remind the Government that at the
present time, there are 105 students at the
Training College who are attending the University
and getting their education free.. I have it, on
the most relisble authority, that ai least 50
per cent. of those students will not be able
to attend the University if feces are charged.
Unless the standard of teaching in our primary
schools is to be materially reduced, the Govemn-
ment will be compelled to find some means of
eduecation equivalent to the University standard
for those students who are attending the Training
College. It is calculated that the cost of pro-
viding that education will run into something

. like £250, which amount must be made & get

oif against the £3,000 desired by the University

. i
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authorities. As to those who argue that men
who can afford to pay for their children’s eduea-
tion at the University should he made to pay,
and are using that argument as a lever to secure
the fixation of fees, if that line of argument
is to be followed, the grant to the University
should be wiped out altogether. IF there is
any logic in the argument for the fixation of the
fecs, that argument applies to the whole ques-
tion of tinancial assistance to the institution.
If there is an abjection to the rich man's son
gecuring education alongside the working man’s
son, why ask the working man to pay a tax to
the extent of €45 per annum per head in respect
of the students attending at the University.
The workers have to meet by taxation the
£15.000 now being paid.

Hon. T. Walker: And that is not quite all
that is paid. That is statutory.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Yes. So, if there is any
argument. at all in favour of fees, it can be used
also against the financing of the institution by
the Government. If that principle is to be
interfered with at all, T will take my stand
against the Covernment's donating one penny
towards the University. The University should
either he free and apen to all, without regtriction,
or else, if it is to be made a rich man’s institution,
the rich man should he called upon to finance it,
As to the oljection raistd by country membhers,
I will help them if it be possible to secure the
assistance necessary to hring country children
in to the Uhniversity. The Cniversity will never
take its proper place in the life of the com-
munity while its ramifications are restricted to
the metropolitan area. Tts functions should he
extended throughout the State, and it should
be our aim to try to apply to the students attend-
ing the University, the same essistance as is
afforded country children attending our secondary
schoola. If the Govermnment cannot finance
the University, the Senate ought to be able tn
find the money.
endowment lands, from which they receive only
£1,200 per annum, That is by no means a
fair return from so valuable an estate, and the
Scnate should find some imeans of securing a
much larger income from the Uhivemsity cndow-
ment properties, | hope the motion will he
carried.

Mr. TEESDALY (Roebourne) [10-17): T also
have two points to which I attach importence.
If only I could sce my way clear to preventing
the benefita of the Univemsity heing accorded
to people in a position to pay, I would never
support the motion. But, after listening to
what has heen said, I admit it seems impossible
to geparate the two classes without reflecting
on the unfortunate youth whose parents aro
not in a position to keep him at the University,
I would not for one second debar him from
getting the full benelits of that institution.
But it pains me to think that men with large
incomes are participating in the educational
benefits provided by the State, and that at &
time when we are in such extreme financial
circorastances.

Hon, P. Collier: And under this scheme
of fees they will atill participate to the extent
of B8 per cent.

Mr. TEESDALE. It is that retlection which
intluences me to support the motion.

They have £88,000 worth of
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Mrs. COWAN (West Perth) [10-19]: T will
support the motion. Just before the member
for Pilbara {Mr, Underwood) rose to speak so
strongly on the subject of education, I told him
I believed in having educstion for evervhndr,
whereupon he remarked that I had not had a
university education. In reply I said, - Nn,
more is the pity.” I think perhaps we all feel
it ig a pity we werce not ahle to attend a university,
that had it heen free in cur day it would have
made a great difference to our culture penemlly
and perhaps to the whole community. Becuuse
I alwnys helieve that what is good enmes down
from ahove to below. We do not requine to
take up the attitude of that hon, memlier, whe
reminds me of Oliver Wendell Holmes who
in " The Professor at the Breakfast Talle ™"
says what a splendid thing it is to he a self-
mede man. We are all self-made in that scnse
of the word. e explains how intoresting it
is to see the Irishman's house on the marsh.
He built it absolutely with his own hands. It
is a little wavy here, a littie out of plumb there,
and & little wrong somewhere else ; it certainly
has not an artistic effect, but he admires it,
because. e+ he says ' Better to be made
that way than not af all.”  When listening
to the member for Pilhara I realised what
a line leader he might have bheen, and what
things he might have done if he had had that
very education we are all nceding so hadly.
He himself is a splendid illustration of the need
for that very thing which he says we should
not have. 1 do not think we have given the
system of free education a fair trial, hecause
we have not provided the monev necessary tn
its proper development. [ do not li%e this pauper-
ising iden in regard to bursarics. There is o
tertible humiliation in being asked intimate
and perzonal questions a3 to one's means. It
hurts, When one realises, as I have done, what
it means te the women who have to submit to
having their personal affairs pryed into when
they require help from the Charities Department,
it is eaxsy to realise what it will mean when people
who desire a university education for their
children are subjected to the same ordeal, [
am in favonr of the amendment proposed by
the member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) and I
should like to sec something of the sort done
a3 soon ad possible, There iy another reason
why we should not refuse what is needed in
this way: On a practically unanimous vote it
was decided to provide an additional £8,000)
per annum for incremses in membhery’ salaries.
If we can do that, we ought to be alle to find
the small amount extra required by the Uni-
versity, During the next few sittings of the
House, when we have the Licensing Bill hefore
us, the Leader of the Opposition will have o
fine opportunity to help pget in additinnal
revenue. The revenue to be derived under
that Bill choutd help greatly to provide these
funds — —

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow
member to discuss the Licensing Bili,

Hon, P, Collier: I will consider the oug-
gestion,

Mrs. COWAN:

Mr. SAMPSON (Swan) [10-22]: T did expect
~—1 am glad it has not eventuated—that there
would be opposition to the motion. With

the hon.

I will support the motion.
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one exception every speaker has supported if,
The member for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood)
contends that a university training is not neces-
sary. I am not of that opinion. Education
does not put brains into a man’s head, perhaps,
but it enables him to use the intelligence he
possesses, to increase it and, instead of having
& mass of unassorted matter in his head, to
thoroughly systematise it. It is a pity the
University should confer degrees which are of
no practical use in this State. A friend of mine
obtained the degree of Bachelor of Science, only
to find it impossible to secure a position in
which his knowledge could be used. That
young man, brilliantly able, was lost to the
State, principally because he had won a degree
for which no use could be found here. I agree
that science owes much to the universities. Our
own department of science and industries is
very largely dependent on the work done in
the University. The analyses of soils, and the
treatment of different diseases of fruit and
cereals are advanced, not only by practical
work in the field, but also by the work of the
chemist ang the University. World competition
has to be faced by the men and women of the
State, and if those who are following on are
not mentally equipped, if they have not a univer-
sity training, how can they hope to compete
with others more favoured ? From this stand-
point’alone the arguments in favour of the motion
are worthy of the utmost consideration and
support. I should like all Western Australians
to take as their creed a few words in this strain-:—
“T helieve in Western Australia, I believe in
the development of its lands and industries,
and I believe that the development of those
lands and industries will be brought about more
quickly and more effectively hy the full acknow-
ledgment of the advantages to be securcd by
education in the fullest sense, from the kinder-
garten to the University.”

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT—CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAYS.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell}—
Northem) [10-27]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
4-30 p.m, on Tuesday, the 3rd January,

Question put end passed.

COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell—
Northam) [10-28]: Before we adjourn I should
like to wish you, 3ir, and members genernlly a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, It
will not be guite as happy as it might have been
if to-night we were adjourning for a few months,
It does not often happen that we have to come
back in the early part of the year, but unfor-
tunately on this occasion it is necessary that we
should do so. The few days’ rest which members
will get, at all events will be something. During
the lnst six weeks we have had a very strenuous
time ; indeed I do not remember ever having
a more strenuous time in the House. In the
hope that we should get through beford Christ-
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mas we have been sitting four days & week untit
4 o’clock in the morning.

Mr, Teesdale: Nevertheless getting in a lot
of sleep, according to the newspapers.

The PREMIER: Hon, members have been
here till 4 o’clock in the moming attending to
the work of the country. I do not know what
%}ée newspa.pelrs have heen saying about us.

e are not always as sleepy as the newspapers
might think ¥ pape

The Minister for Works: They will say
anything,

The PREMIER : It is their privilege to say
“Yes" one day and “No” the next, I wish
you, Sir, and members of this House and the
staff the complimernits of the season.

Hon. P, COLLIER ({(Boulder) [10-30]: I
would like to join with the Premier in wishing
yourself and members of the ,House a very
pleasant Christmas and New Year, It has been
a zomewhat busy session, and it is rather to he
regretted that owing, I swuppose, to an unavoid-
able little interruption, we have been unable to
close the session before Christmas as has been
the case for many vears past.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We will he able to do
our work better when we come hack,

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is so.

ffl“he Premier: I hope you will not do so much
of it,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I hope members will
enjoy thi brief holiday and come bhack—I will
not say renewed in strength and vigour, hecause
that may mean a prolongation of the session into
the month of February. I am sure the Premier,
while wishing every member a pleasant and
restful holiday, would prefer that they did not
come buck endowed with too much vigour and
virility to carry on the work. The session has
been a most interesting one to most of us, and
especially to those who have been in the House
for many vears. To you, Mr, 8peaker, I suppose
it has been unigue in that you heve heen privi-
ledged to preside over a Chamber which, for
the fiest time in its history, bas had in its midst
a mother of the House. I am sure the session
has been interesting to the member for West
Perth (Mrs. Cowan) and I hope that, notwith-
standing that she has sometimes observed what
might have appeared to be unruly conduct on the
part of some of us, she will not take away as
& result of her first eession’s experience of Par.
liament any unkindly feelings with regard to
her fellow members of the stemer sex.

The Minister for Works: Charity covers a
multitude of sins,

" Hon, P. COLLIER: The session has been
interesting, too, in that we have had a ve

large proportion of new members, 15 or 16, a
greater number than we have had for very
maeny years. It has been quite interesting to
many of us older members to sit back and watch
the colts getting into hsrness. It recalled to
us the days of 16 or 17 years ago when we our-
selves weont through similar difficult and trying
times, Although it may not appear so, I always
feel a very great deal of sympathy for & member
who is experiencing his first session of Parlia.
ment, because I know how I felt during my
early days, when I would have preferred to ~
crawl under the bench and out of sight rather
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than gpeak. I am sure that Parliament has
been enriched in many ways by the new blood,
and many of our new members give promise of
<occupying perhaps foremost positions in Par-
liamentary life in the years to come when some
-of the older stagers may have passed out, Asthe
father of the House, Mr, Speaker, presiding
as you do over its deliberations and being the
oldest member of the Assembly, close on to the
20-year mark I believe, I wish yon the compli-
ments of the season and a very happy and
enjovable Chirstmas time, I hope that the clerk,
the clerk assistant and the officers of the House
will enjoy their hrief respite from Patliamentary
Jabours, We are all indehted to the o'ticers of
the House for the kindness, courtesy, and help-
fulness they have extended to us on all occa-
gions, X hope we shall begin the new year in
& kindly spirit and will terminate the session as
early as pnasible

Hon. W. C. Anuewin:
that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Consistent of course
with o proper examination of the work to be
Iaid before us and a conscientious discharge of
duty. I wish members a very happy Christmas
and an cnjoyable new year.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [10-33]: Tn the
absence of the Leader of the Country Party and
the Deputy Leader and at the request of the
Leader of the Country Party, I have pleasure
in joining in the felicitations sa ably agd fully
expresged by the Premier and the Leader of the
Opposition, I think members generally may
congratulate themsclves on the good feeling
vwhich has existed in the House during the session.
With the exception of the experience of the last
day or two, there hns been little which has
given cause for any feeling other than that which
we would desire. We can congratulate the
Leader of the Opposition on the gencrous treat-
ment he has accorded the Government side of
the House, and I think he will agree that the
Country Party have conceded to the Oppoesition
every consideration in connection with business
introduced hy his side of the House. On behalf
of the Country Party, Mr, Speaker, I convey to
your good self our sincere wishes for a pleasant
Christmas and a happy new year, and thank
you for the kind consideration you have ex-
tended to us at all times during the session. I
would like to convey to the clerk, the clerk
asgistant and the olhcers of the House, including
the ‘' Hansard " staff, our appreciation of the
consideration shown to us throughout the session,
and to the whole of the members of the House

The Premier would like

our sincers wishes for Christmas and the coming-

year.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. J.
George—Murray-Wellington) [10-37]: As almost
the equal of you, Mr. Speaker, the father of the
House, in years of membership here, may I
add my quote to the good wishes which have
been expressed to yourself and to all members.

Mra. COWAN (West Perth) 710-38]: May I
be allowed te thank the Premier, the Leader
of the Opposition, and other members for the
eonvideration they have extended to me during
the time I have been in the House. It has been
-8 little trying sometimes I must admit, but one
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expects to get a little opposition when coming
into 8 body such es this, and one accepts it, 1
hope, in the right spirit. I thank those who hare
been so kind and considerate to me and recipro-
cate the good wishes. I thank you, Mr. Speaker,
and all other members of the House for the
spirit in which they have received the only
woman member. It must he sometimes ex-
tremely trying for them to have & woman smongst
them, hut I have done my best to make it as
little tryving as possible and I think they tan
have done their hest in the same way. [ wish
all & happy Christmas and a prosperous new
year.

Mr. SPEARKER [10:39]: I wish to thank the
Premier, the Leader of the Opposition, the
memher for Sussex and other speakers.for their
kind expressions with reference to mywelf, the
clerks, and the staff generaily, in wishing us o
pleasant Christmas and a prosperous new vear,
and on hehalf of the staff and myself I recipro-
cate their hearty wishes. Jembers will be able
to go to their homes earlier to-night than has
heen the case for some time past in order to
prepare for their Christmas holidays, I hope
when members return, sithough thev appear
to he in very tine¢ temper to-night, that they will
be even improved in temper to coutinue the
arduous task still hefore them to complete the
work of the aession.

Hon. W, (. Angwin :
temper.

My SPEAKER: On Lchalf of the staff and
myself T thank you all.

We are always in gnod

Hounse adjourned al 1640 pon,
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